SOARING
EAGLE
TEPACHIMOWIN
(Tepachimowin means “news” in Oji-Cree)

May 2022

A Word from the
Executive Director

Terry & Brenda Martin
with the Rising Above Band

It’s amazing to be able to be part of a community of Indigenous people who want to
bring healing to their people. I stand in awe
of the amazing leadership that has impacted
the Indigenous Christian community across
Canada and the leadership that continues to
stand with the Lord here in this ministry
called Rising Above.

I recently came across a song, There Was Jesus (Zach
Williams). Powerful lyrics! It speaks to the hard stuff in
people’s lives and it answers the often asked question,
where is Jesus? The chorus declares the truth that
“every minute, every moment … even when I didn’t
know it or couldn’t see it, there was Jesus.” This is what our ministry is all about—
bringing that message to encourage, comfort, and heal the broken-hearted.
Despite the rarity of itinerant ministry due to COVID, I (Terry) have been keeping busy
with several administration projects along with spending many hours using music software to create and enhance the audio on music videos which I post on social media. Most
of the videos were recorded with Tribal Trails and we are extremely grateful for their permission to use them for our purposes.

Rising Above is blessed with a team of
skilled and experienced ministry staff that
engage across Canada in various ways, including walking alongside individuals on the
healing path, serving the community in the
highs and lows of life, bringing encouragement, hope, and comfort through word and
music, and bringing teaching on difficult
topics with an Indigenous Christian voice.

Our commitment to lead worship
once a month at First Nations Community Church has continued and
Brenda does the work of preparing all
the music including all the preparations that go into learning new songs.
In addition to the music ministry she
connects regularly with a few women.

As I look ahead, I am inspired by the journey
Rising Above has walked. I feel like a great
ministry has passed through so many parts of
the land with the Lord himself touching people’s lives. What if this same ministry were to
be multiplied and carried by hundreds, if not
thousands, across this land?

RISING ABOVE BAND
The highlight of the year was our
whirlwind music tour to Sioux Lookout, ON and area, which included five concerts in 4
days. We were very excited to finally be on the road after nearly 2 years of no traveling.
The last 2 days were extremely special as we had opportunity to fly to Cat Lake and minister to the community through 2 evening concerts. The small church building was full
each evening and we were privileged to minister to several people after the concerts. The
connections forged with the people there were very special.

Habakkuk 2:14 says, “For the earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” As we
seek to live lives of meaning, I pray that each
one of us is drawn deeper and deeper in our
callings. I pray that God blows on the embers
of the passions he’s given each of us and that
this is part of the earth being filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord.

So far 2022 has been quiet with the latest wave of COVID locking us down and changing
or cancelling our plans yet again. In all of this, encouragement has come through some
correspondence from people who hear us on Tribal Trails and from comments on the
songs posted on the Rising Above Band You Tube channel. As I post our music videos on
Facebook and upload new music videos to our channel, our online presence has grown
exponentially. Last month alone we had 9K views and a total of 315 watch time hours
which is more than all of 2021.

Ben joined Rising
Above as the Executive Director
in 2019. You can
support Ben’s
ministry by donating to “Project
Ottawa Executive
Leadership.”

With the lifting of COVID restrictions across Canada, we anticipate the spring and summer will involve a few ministry trips.
Terry and Brenda live in Niverville. You can support their ministry by donating to
“Project Niverville Operations.”
The Rising Above Band consists of Howard Jolly, Rick Martin and Terry and Brenda
Martin. Support this ministry by donating to “Rising Above Band.”

Rosie Boskoyous
Pathways to Wholeness
Join this fun, family-friendly, fundraising
event to raise money for Rising Above.
The annual Ride for Refuge is a ride/walk held
on Saturday, October 1, 2022 in support of
charities that help people needing refuge from
danger, hardship, and abuse. RISING
ABOVE will again host its own in-person
RIDE event in multiple locations in support of
our ministry. Participants who live outside
these locations can still register to fundraise
and ride/walk on their own. Each event will
feature a safe 5km walk + 10/20 km bike ride.
Registration and info at
An event by
www.rideforrefuge.org.

Blue Sea Foundation.

It has been a challenging first three months of the year for me!
Some things I’m thankful for are: the support and encouragement I have received from the Rising Above staff, reconnecting
with a woman whom I have counselled in the past, my family
working on finding a place for my parents to live, visiting with
my family, and all the support from family and friends regarding these matters.
Regarding the year ahead, my hope is to rent a space to offer a place for others to connect
and get to know Jesus through community connections. I see a great need for connection
among Indigenous youth, especially as we are coming out of the pandemic. Thank you
for all your prayers and support for the work I do with Rising Above. I’m thankful to
Jesus for his Presence in my life.
You can support Rosie’s ministry by donating to “Project Pathways to Wholeness.”

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

Nick and Vivian Helliwell
Regina, SK

Daren George
Men’s Ministry

Jesse* is a baptized believer with a past. He is a former notorious gang
member and drug addict with a criminal record. He gave his life to
Jesus Christ in 2015 and has been living a clean lifestyle now for
years. He is working hard to establish a home for himself and his
children. It has not been easy, and Jesse has, for the most part been
trying to do it by himself.
But sometimes God has to take us where we can do absolutely nothing
about our circumstances but pray and let God into the situation. Well,
God came into the situation in all kinds of ways, answering not only
financial needs but opening up doors, making ways where there was no
way and giving Jesse favour time after time.
It wasn’t just the finances that God provided. It was the favour poured
out upon Jesse so that people saw him as a sincere, young Christian
single parent. It was the opening of doors that Jesse didn’t even know
about. It was the guidance to take each step in turn, trusting God’s
plan to bring him and his family through it all. And it was the working
of God’s Kingdom, as Jesse learned from Godly men and women how
to walk by faith through turbulent times.
An incredible testimony of God’s deliverance, provision, grace and
presence.
Ephesians 3:20 encapsulates so well
how abundantly God provided for
Jesse and his family. Praise the Lord.

“Let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on
Jesus, the pioneer and the perfecter of
faith,” Hebrews 12:1b-2a.
The last three years have been a real challenge for everybody
with the pandemic, isolation and not being able to see family or
be a part of family. We have lost so many during this time and
have been unable to honour and grieve our loved ones the way
we’ve done in the past. In our Witsuwiten nation we’ve experienced the loss of approximately 45 loved ones. Our neighbouring nations Gitxsan, Babine nation have lost about the same
number which adds to the numbers because we are intermarried
in both nations and know people from both nations.
It became overwhelming with the flood of people searching for
help. Because of the restrictions we were able to do some counselling by phone or internet. These technologies have their limitations but we continue to try to reach more. With all that was
happening I found myself in a place that I needed help. On January 1st I went to Fairhaven Retreat Centre in Vernon, BC for
self-care. Unplugging from the world and seeking God’s face,
along with counselling, I was able to find my way back to run
with perseverance the race marked out for me, fixing my eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and the perfecter of faith.
I thank you for all the prayers and continue to do what the Lord
puts in my path. Blessings to all Deron George<><

*Names have been changed.

Nick and Vivian live in Regina, SK,.
You can support their ministry by
donating to “Project Regina Discipleship.”

Daren lives in Telkwa, BC, close to Smithers. You can support
his ministry by donating to “Project Smithers Ministry.”

Johan Strydom - Parry Sound/Muskoka, ON
A big part of my work is reconciliation between family and community members, helping them
to have healthy, supportive relationships focused on each other. The Men’s Groups, Faith Circles
and Home Churches play a big role in this. We have to learn again to be focused on each other
instead of ourselves, to allow our roots to grow together and strengthen one another. Our Creator
Jesus said the biggest command is to love God with our whole heart, soul and mind. The second
is like it; to love your neighbor as yourself. (Matt 22:36-40) People who are hurting and struggling need our help and support. On multiple occasions I have had the privilege of being part of
the healing journey of an individual who has reconciled with family members and has become
healthy through the help of community.
Jackie* just lost her mom due to illness. When I met her seven years ago, she had no relationship with her mom. They would walk past each other
on the street without acknowledging each other. As Jackie started to work on some of the hurts, traumas and losses of the past, she was able to
forgive her mom and apologize for her role in the hurts. The relationship was not perfect, as few are. However, as Jackie did the work within and
trusted Jesus to bring her healing, she changed and started to rebuild her relationship with her mom. For the past few years they have regularly
shared meals together and on many occasions I’ve seen the two out shopping together. What a story of redemption and healing.
Thank you for being part of these stories of healing via prayer, finances or emotional support. There is no way we could do this important work
without your involvement.
*Names have been changed.
The Strydoms live near Parry Sound, ON where Johan works with the nearby First Nations communities. You can support Johan’s ministry by
donating to “Project Parry Sound Ministries.”
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Overview
2021
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2021 Total Revenue - $323,132

Box 930 Niverville, MB R0A 1E0

2021 Total Expenses - $256,617

204-388-5408

info@risingabove.ca

www.risingabove.ca

