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Johan Strydom - Parry Sound/Muskoka

As I sit to write this article, I am thankful. I am
thankful for the help and support we have received for our ministry over the past year. I
reflect on what this ministry is that people
have responded to so generously.
Ministry is the band reaching out to people
over social media, or in person, with stories
and songs of encouragement and hope in a
time of such darkness and despair.
Ministry is Johan developing relationships
with and providing support to various people—many of whom are on the journey of
recovery from addiction—and seeing men’s
sharing groups continue to meet.

The last few months have been a series of
highs and lows, so we celebrate what we
can and try to help those who are struggling.
On the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, the Friendship Centre in town
hosted a walk. This walk involved seven
stops where history and stories were
shared by different people. Although the
walk was scheduled for an hour it ended
up being almost three hours. What amazed me was that most of the people stayed to the
end and were fully engaged in the stories. Driving through the town that day, many shops
and houses had orange shirts in their windows or flags flying stating that “Every Child
Matters.” It gave me hope that in our corner of the world the truth, grace and love of our
Creator that I so cherish will saturate our communities and bring a chance for healing.

Ministry is Daren meeting with people to hear
them and to encourage them.
Ministry is Daren speaking to different people
about the reconciliation journey that we all
need to be on.
Ministry is Rosie talking to women, listening
and simply being there.
Ministry is getting together, even on an online
platform, to learn about the journey of grief.
Ministry is Jesus, who passes by and offers
people the chance to heal the pains of the
heart.
And ministry is raising up others to be able to
participate in His ministry in their communities. That’s ministry, and I’m so blessed by the
kindness and generosity shown by so many
people toward the ministry to which we’re
called.
Ben Lim is
the Executive
Director
at
Rising Above.
You can support
Ben’s
ministry
by
donating to
“Project Ottawa Executive Leadership.”

RIDE FOR REFUGE

At the same time we have had some struggles in our community, specifically with drug overdoses. Over the last 10
months our small community has had more than 130 reported overdoses, including 14
that ended in death. This is devastating and has caused much sorrow and anger within the
community as well as leading some people to fall back in their own recovery.
At the same time though, I am walking with some individuals who are in the process of
changing their lives and taking them back. It is amazing to walk with someone who is
becoming free and realising the hope that the Creator has for them. During the summer
we were involved with the baptism of a friend who has been walking a road with Jesus. It
is amazing to see her grow in the love she has for her Creator. Thanks for making this
possible and walking with us.
The Strydoms live near Parry Sound, ON where Johan works with the nearby First Nations communities. You can support Johan’s ministry by donating to “Project Parry
Sound Ministries.”
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We did it again…!

Since 2007 Rising Above has been participating in the Ride for Refuge, a national family-friendly fundraising event by Blue Sea Foundation.
The revenue from donations has grown every year. This year the total amount raised will net a grant from Blue Sea Foundation for $23,250
(unofficial): an increase of 16% over last year. Special shout-outs this year go to 2 individuals:
Marvin Wideman, team captain
from Elmira, ON who convinced a
team of 8 to cycle 200 km in total
over 2 days and raised $4770

Daniel Bezalel Richardsen, team captain from Ottawa, who rallied his
church youth and others to raise $5000.

A very heartfelt thanks to all 48 participants for their fundraising efforts.
Join us next year! Look for the event to open in June at rideforrefuge.org.

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

Moving to Online Ministry
Because hosting an in-person event was out of the question, Rising
Above moved to online ministry events in 2021. We got our feet wet in
organizing an online Hope is Rising fundraiser in early February, giving
us the confidence to look at hosting an online conference.
Journeying Through Grief Conference - In an online survey, we
asked people what they would most like to hear about in an online conference. One of the top answers was grief, which is no surprise because
the pandemic has greatly inhibited normal grieving processes. As my
colleague, Daren, puts it, there’s been a buildup of pain because of people’s inability to grieve as they normally would. The timing of the event
at the end of May was noteworthy. The day before the conference started, news of the 215 unmarked graves broke out. This had a tangible

impact on our conference. Sharing times in the breakout rooms were
reported as intense. Prayer requests and prayer sessions brought up deep
hurts. We turned to the Lord for comfort and supplication as we spent
the time together and not alone even though separated by miles of distance.
Virtual Gospel Jamboree – In August we gathered friends for our very
first online jamboree. It was great to see people tuning in and together
enjoying talented musical acts from across Canada.
We hope to do more in-person events, but also continue to use the internet as a tool to reach out and expand this ministry as much as possible.

Terry & Brenda Martin with The Rising Above Band

Written by Terry Martin

A theme that God impressed upon Brenda this spring was, ‘God is doing a new thing’ taken from Isaiah 43:19, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now
it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Undoubtedly, and to some extent regrettably, the pandemic has brought about many new things; things we’ve never encountered before, things we never expected nor desired, new ways of
doing things- called pivots (did we ever hear that word before except on a basketball court?), new technology (ex. Zoom, livestreaming), new opportunities, etc. Our ministry has experienced all of the above. Since most of what we do is with the Rising Above Band, let me highlight what’s
been happening and what’s coming up.
The Rising Above Band
Despite the lingering pandemic the ministry of the Rising Above Band has
continued with a mix of new ventures, a brief return to normal and continuing activities.
Perhaps the most impactful new development is Howard’s change of ministry. He resigned as pastor of First Nations Community Church and is now
the Director of First Nations Alliance Churches of Canada. This opens the
door to some new initiatives involving the ministry of the Band. This is
exciting! Two new ventures included participating in Rising Above’s first
virtual conference in May and their gospel jamboree in August.
In mid-August we had a brief return to normal with our first public performance in 18 months. We led worship and Howard preached a moving
message at an outdoor church service in Winnipeg. Then, as we thought life was returning back to normal, we initiated an October Northern Manitoba tour to three communities. Sadly, that tour was cancelled due to COVID. Instead, we recorded a virtual concert, posting it on Rising Above’s
Facebook page and on the Band’s YouTube channel. The response was very positive. We continue to post more music videos on these platforms to
reach a wider audience. Check it out and subscribe! Thank you to Tribal Trails who produce the videos and allow us to use them for our purposes.
Throughout this year we have continued our commitment to lead worship at FNCC once a month, albeit without Howard since June, as he decided
to take a break from that ministry for a time.
We are eager to get on the road again and anticipate a tour to Sioux Lookout, ON and area and the fly-in community of Cat Lake, December 3-7.
However, we have learned to hang on to our plans lightly.
Terry and Brenda live in Niverville, MB. You can support their ministry by donating to “Project Niverville Operations.”
The Rising Above Band consists of Howard Jolly, Rick Martin and Terry and Brenda Martin. Support this ministry by donating to Rising Above
Band.

Daren George
Men’s Ministry

Rosie Boskoyous
Pathways to Wholeness

Daren has been trying to help those hurting as a result of the confirmation of the unmarked graves at former residential schools, starting with 215 at the former Kamloops Indian Residential School.
Anger, frustration and confusion are being felt by First Nations
believers who are asking if they are First Nation first and Christian
second, or if they are Christian first and First Nation second.
The ongoing pandemic has claimed many lives in the community and continues to do so. As a
wing chief in his community, this often brings him responsibilities in the funeral proceedings.
It’s also been sad for Daren to see the battles in churches brought on by differences of perspective on the pandemic. Sadder still was the postponing of a Healing the Pain of the Heart
workshop that he had worked so hard on—postponed due to Covid-19. Daren explains,
“People are crying out for help, yet if feels as though our hands are tied.” He reminds himself
that the battle belongs to the Lord.
Daren continues to respond to the needs of the community through offering prayer, encouragement, and counselling. He also continues to work toward setting up Healing the Pain of
the Heart workshops in various communities and a Rising Above conference in his area.
Daren George lives in Telkwa, BC, close to Smithers. You can support his men’s ministry by
donating to “Project Smithers.”
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The past several months have been quite
challenging for me. In May and June 2021 I
was preparing to start a ladies group. I met
with two ladies for a couple of meetings, but
I had to stop because of a bus accident. As a
result, I had two surgeries and am waiting for
the final surgery. I’m hoping to resume meeting with the two ladies individually in December or January. I continue to look to my
Heavenly Father for strength and grace
through these difficult days. Thank you for
your prayers and
support.
You can support
Rosie’s ministry
by donating to
“Project Pathways to Wholeness.”

www.risingabove.ca

New Ministry Staff Member - Nick Helliwell
Regina Discipleship Ministry
Written by Ben Lim
I’m happy to announce that we’ve added Nick Helliwell to our Rising Above team. I first heard about Nick
from my colleague Daren who spoke very highly of him. Daren had also previously sent me one of his online
teachings which I found to be excellent, and I shared it with others in turn. Because Nick has such a vision for
Indigenous ministry, having him migrate his ministry under Rising Above is a great fit for both him and us.
With over 20 years of experience in ministry, Nick comes with a passion for men to become strong Christian
leaders via the discipleship of mature Christian men. His passion for First Nations ministry is rooted in his identity in Christ, his identity as a Nēhiyawa (Cree), and in his experience as a 60’s scoop survivor. Another part of his ministry is his deep involvement in the spiritual life of the men of the Regina Provincial Correctional Centre as a Chaplain. We heartily welcome Nick, his wife Vivian, and
their family to the Rising Above family!
Nick and Vivian live in Regina. You can support their ministry by donating to “Project Regina Discipleship.”

YES, I/WE WILL PARTNER WITH RISING ABOVE

Name: _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________ City: ___________________________ Province: _______
Postal Code: ______________ Email: _____________________________________ Phone: ___________________________

Designate my gift to:

(Project descriptions can be found below) **Please do not write staff member’s names on the cheque**

General Fund

Rising Above Band

Parry Sound Ministries

Niverville Operations

Pathways to Wholeness

Smithers Ministry

Regina Discipleship

Ottawa Executive Leadership

Crystal City Office

I want to give an individual gift of $___________. PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO RISING ABOVE.
I want to give a monthly gift of $___________ per month through

pre-authorized chequing

credit card (online)

post-dated cheques

Pre-authorized Chequing
I authorize Rising Above to draw my monthly gift from my chequing account on the 15th day of
each month starting _________________________ 20____. Please enclose a void cheque.
Signature(s) ________________________________ ________________________________

Credit Card—DONATE ONLINE

Both signatures required for joint account
You may change your automatic donations at any time by notifying our office. Instructions received after the 5th of the month will be

Rising Above uses Paypal for online processing of individual or scheduled credit
card payments.

Please remove my name from this mailing list (you may also email info@risingabove.ca to request removal).

Project Descriptions
Rising Above Band - Music ministry by the band (includes ministry expenses)
Parry Sound Ministry - Ministry under the direction of Johan Strydom (includes salary and ministry expenses)
Niverville Operations - Ministry under the direction of Terry & Brenda Martin (includes salary and ministry expenses)
Pathways to Wholeness - Ministry of Indigenous staff member Rosie Boskoyous (includes salary and ministry expenses)
Smithers Ministry- Ministry under the direction of Indigenous staff member Daren George (includes ministry expenses)
Regina Discipleship - Ministry under the direction of Nick Helliwell (includes salary and ministry expenses)
Ottawa Executive Leadership - Leadership and administrative ministry under the direction Ben Lim (includes salary)
Crystal City Office - Financial and administrative ministry of Nicole Banman (includes salary)
Canadian Donors: Donations totaling $20 or more annually will be receipted with a year-end tax receipt for total giving in that year unless otherwise requested.

U.S. Donors: For income tax purposes, please send your cheque to, and payable to, The D.M. Stearns Missionary Fund, P.O. Box 1578, North Wales, PA., 19454. To comply
with the IRS, your donation should be accompanied by a separate note: "I recommend that the proceeds be granted by the Fund to #346 - Rising Above Abuse Counseling Agency for General Fund." Please do not write Rising Above on the face of the cheque. D.M. Stearns is only able to process cheques.
PayPal members can donate directly from their checking accounts or credit cards; non-PayPal members can still donate with a credit card without signing
up for PayPal. Your credit card will be charged by PayPal—Rising Above and your official tax receipt will still come from Rising Above.
Spending of funds is confined to board approved programs and projects. Each contribution designated towards an approved program or project will be used as designated, with
the understanding that when the need for such a program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the board, the remaining contributions
designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

Box 930, Niverville, MB R0A 1E0

204-388-5408

www.risingabove.ca

