A Word from the
Executive Director

Terry & Brenda Martin
Music and Administrative Ministry

I love to see the tree blossoms flourish
in this time of spring. The pandemic
has afforded us a lot of opportunities to
go for walks to enjoy the outdoors as
so many of our regular activities have
been put on hold. With governments
mandating physical distancing, how do
we stay connected, and how do we
reach out to people?

Since returning in the fall from my sabbatical, for which I am
extremely grateful for, I have settled into my new role as
“ministry staff” and have been enjoying the change very much.
My top job priorities are expanding the ministry of the Rising
Above Band and providing consultation and support to the
Executive Director, Ben on projects pertaining to other areas
of ministry and administration within Rising Above. A number
of these projects have come up in recent months and a current
one is an online conference.

Recently, we had an online fundraising
event called Hope Is Rising. The atmosphere was very positive with many
people joining in, greeting each other
and enjoying an evening of music, encouragement, fun and connection. It
was also a tremendous fundraiser for us
and for that we are very thankful. But
the event got me thinking, how do we
follow up with this gathering with the
reality that connection is so important
for us these days? Let’s keep this in
prayer!

Along with my change, Brenda also formally came on staff, which for intents and purposes was
an administrative change. Brenda’s role is largely what it was before- singing in the band and
preparing all the music- along with some new added things. In all, the change has been positive
as she feels more in touch and engaged with the entire ministry of Rising Above.

One exciting event we’ve been working on is planning an online conference. This will be an opportunity to
reach people far and wide to bring the
message that we’ve brought since the
beginning of Rising Above: Jesus is
Lord, and there’s healing in him.
Another exciting project to work on
has been the Youth Task Force (YTF)
which was re-initiated this year. When
it first started some 10 – 11 years ago,
it sought to engage with youth and
support them so that they could reach
out to their peers with the message of
Jesus. After a hiatus caused by health
issues of one of our members, we are
back on track working toward establishing a youth ministry that will bring
healing to this land by educating,
equipping, and empowering Indigenous
youth to rise above their pain.
We covet your prayers to cover and fill
everything we seek to accomplish
through the name of Jesus and pray that
God’s grace would continue to be with
you. Blessings.
Ben Lim joined Rising Above as the
Executive Director in 2019. You can
support Ben’s ministry by donating to
“Project Ottawa Executive Leadership.”

A rewarding part of our ministry is helping lead worship at First Nations Community Church in
Winnipeg once a month. The Sunday service (11:00 am CST) is livestreamed on Facebook Live.
Praise God for the 3000-6000 views this gets! From the posted comments, the broadcasts are
ministering to people all across Canada and many in the US–places we would never have been
able to reach in person. In November and December the Rising Above Band recorded 3 Sunday
services and a Christmas eve program. For me this launched a steep learning curve of recording
and editing audio and video, but the learning has been good and will pay off in the months to
come as we produce more music.
Terry and Brenda live in Niverville. You can support their ministry by donating to “Project
Niverville Operations.”

Daren George
Men’s Ministry
Mt 9:36-38: “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.”
The work is all around me. A big part of my ministry is praying and encouraging through Zoom,
social media and telephone. There are a lot of hurting people and even more due to the COVID
isolation. In central BC and in the First Nation community death is never ending, and due to restrictions, we are not allowed our traditional grieving process. Suicides and overdoses are also
reaching epidemic numbers.
Communities are asking for “Healing the Pains of the Heart” workshops and grief workshops.
Before the restrictions, we had a number workshops booked. We are working with like-minded
ministries like the Institute of Biblical Counselling International (IBCI) to bring these online, but
it is a challenging process. One correctional facility for men has also asked for this workshop
online. We hit a stumbling block but it is still in the works. We have started to train the graduates
of the Biblical Counselling Diploma course to lead “Healing Pains the
Heart” workshops. As well, United Indigenous Ministries (UIM Canada) has invited Rising Above to do a conference at the Rock Nest
Ranch ministry center. This is also suspended due to the restrictions.
There’s lots to do, and we need to start on our knees. Please pray with
us.
“

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.” Mt 9:38b
Daren George lives in Telkwa, BC, close to Smithers. You can support
his men’s ministry by donating to “Project Smithers.”

Join this annual fun, family friendly, fundraising
event to raise money for Rising Above.
The RIDE FOR REFUGE event has changed from just a biking and walking event to a
“freestyle” event where you select one of 15 RIDE Freestyle fundraising activities and do it in
your location. Register a team, gather friends and select one of the fundraising activities. Do the
same thing together or mix and match within your team. Of course you can still bike or walk!
The event website www.rideforrefuge.org will launch mid June where you can find more information and register. The official date is Oct. 2, but you can do it anytime between Labour day
and Thanksgiving.
An event by Blue Sea Foundation.

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

The Rising Above Band

Rosie Boskoyous
Pathways to Wholeness

Written by Terry Martin

The pandemic continues to present challenges to our music ministry, but it has
also opened doors and forced us to make pivots that may not have happened
otherwise. For many years the Band has talked about putting our music online
for wider distribution. Finally, this has happened and our original and public
domain music can now be found on Apple Music, Spotify, YouTube, etc. Also,
we now have a YouTube channel where we are continually posting music videos.
The Band has been privileged to provide a music video of Howard’s song,
“Redeemed Redman’s Cry” to the National Prayer Breakfast virtual event to be
aired at the end of May. It is a great honor to be included in this event again this
year.
Another “God pivot” was the Hope is Rising online fundraiser for Rising Above
on February 27 for which the Band was asked to provide a concert.
Due to Manitoba’s tight restrictions which inhibited us from practising, we ended up using pre-recorded music videos from previous sessions. The event was a
tremendous success and raised about $23,000. We want to give a huge shout out
to Tribal Trails for allowing us to use videos recorded by them for our purposes.
Looking ahead to the coming months, we plan to continue leading worship at
FNCC once a month. Beyond that, the Band has talked about doing an online
concert and assisting Howard with producing a series of short videos with a
short message and songs.
We hope and pray for the day when we can minister in person again but we will
continue to make the most of the opportunities that God brings to us.

The past year has been a
challenge! I have continued
to talk with and support one
lady who lives in Winnipeg.
I’m glad to have reconnected
with her recently after having
been disconnected for a
while. I had been planning to
offer online counselling and
a webinar, but that has been on hold for a while. My hope
is that I will be able to offer the Healing the Pain of the
Heart course online to a few women along with a cofacilitator.
I took three weeks off in April for education leave to focus on my course. I also contracted Covid-19 in April
which took me several weeks to recover.
I have been overwhelmed with trying to support my family during this Pandemic. We have all become quite disconnected. My mom’s health has been deteriorating due
to diabetes and Covid-19. Please pray for salvation for
my mom, my dad, my two older brothers and my two
younger sisters! I continue to look to Jesus for strength
and grace to get me through these difficult circumstances!
He is always faithful to be with me and support me when
I go through hardships!
You can support Rosie’s ministry by donating to “Project
Pathways to Wholeness.”

Johan Strydom - Parry Sound/Muskoka, ON
As I was driving home the other day, I became aware of how slowly our landscape is changing
this year. Some years, with the blink of an eye, winter is over, spring is here and the landscape
shows new beginnings everywhere. It is always an amazing experience. But sometimes, like this
year, change can take a bit longer. We had a few warm days but then the temperature dropped
down again, slowing down new growth and the awakening of the world around us. But slowly life
is pushing through and signs of hope of new life are visible.
This is how it goes in the world of addictions. In some occasions, a person can step away from an
addiction and almost instantly step into a new season of life. He or she wakes up as if from a long
sleep never to look back again. Sadly, however, in most cases it is a slow process of waking up,
slowing down, falling asleep and waking up again.
It is an honour to walk with people as they go through this process, but it can also be heartbreaking and frustrating at the same time. Sometimes they
do not wake up at all. Tragically over the past year we have had people who have succumbed due to overdoses.
However, there are other people who have awakened from this sleep and are taking steps to stay awake and find healing. Esther* is one person who
comes to mind. Against incredible odds she has started down a path of healing, learning from and serving our Creator on her way. There are so
many obstacles in her way such as health, economics and relationships, but even though it is hard, her faith in our Creator and willingness to go
down this road of healing keeps her moving along the path one step at a time.
So, just as spring sometimes takes longer to arrive, we all know that it eventually will, and we also have hope that Esther’s journey to wholeness
will arrive as well. Thanks for standing with us as we walk with Esther on this road to healing.
*Names have been changed.

The Strydoms live near Parry Sound, ON where Johan works with the nearby First Nations communities. You can support Johan’s ministry by donating to “Project Parry Sound Ministries.”

Financial Overview
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Total Revenue - 228,327
Total Expenses - 218,067
Audited Statements are available upon request.
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