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It’s great to be connecting with you as
we come to the end of the year. Praise
God that his love and support is available to everyone as we continue to navigate these times.
I recently had a great meeting with
some of my colleagues and was really
encouraged by the passion of a young
board member who expressed her desire
to see more conferences, more speakers
and more counsellors. In the time that
followed the meeting, the words “new
moon” kept coming to me. I looked it
up. A new moon occurs when the side
of the moon that faces the earth has no
light from the sun. This is the beginning
of a new lunar phase, and from there,
the moon begins having more and more
light until the full moon is reached. I
believe that as young people begin to
rise up in ministry, it’s like a new moon
that begins to bring more light into the
darkness of the night.
I also want to mention that for a young
person to want to enter into ministry,
it’s usually the result of God’s work in
that young person’s life through the
love and care of a spiritual family. I
think it’s good to honour those who
have played an important role in getting
us to where we’re at. I could point to
many people in my life who gave me
opportunities, opened doors for me, and
poured into my life so that I could belong to a spiritual family. I think that
ministry is a family with spiritual mothers and fathers who pour life and truth
into the next generation and who walk
together into all the good things God
wants to do.
As you read the other reports in this
newsletter, be on the lookout for the
good things that God is doing through
the staff here at Rising Above. Thank
you for your prayers, support, and for
being partners in all that God has done,
is doing, and will do in the days to
come through Rising Above.
Ben Lim joined Rising Above as the
Executive Director in 2019. You can
support Ben’s ministry by donating to
“Project Ottawa Executive Leadership.”

These are challenging days for all musicians who normally depend on public performance to
share their message, and we are no exception to this. However, in these times, we have learned
that there is a great opportunity to reach people via the internet far beyond what we could do in
person, and we are gearing to adapt our ministry accordingly. For example, on six occasions the
Band has had the privilege of providing music for the worship services at First Nations Community Church in Winnipeg where Howard pastors. These ‘virtual’ services are broadcast on
the internet using Facebook live and anyone can view them anytime on First Nations Community Church Facebook page. It has been quite amazing to see the viewership reaching 3000- 6000
people for each service. Further, we are encouraged by the many comments from viewers affirming the ministry.
This has compelled us to think ‘outside the box’ of how we can continue to deliver our message
of salvation, healing, hope, comfort and encouragement to people all across the continent. What
an opportunity! In the coming weeks/months we want to move forward with our vision to produce virtual concerts, pre-recorded
segments of teaching/preaching with
music and make
them available on
the internet. This
means purchasing
new equipment and
lots of learning. We
appreciate
your
support and prayers
as we move into this
new domain.
The Band recording for FNCC in Terry and Brenda’s home

Johan Strydom - Parry Sound/Muskoka, ON
“This past summer, like most summers, I had
a few building projects around our property,
some brand new structures and some structures that have started to decay. The structures
around us are in constant decay, and if we do
not look after them they fall apart and become
unsafe, not unlike our lives and our relationships.
Divorce or separation between two individuals can be incredibly hurtful and confusing to
all involved, especially if children are involved. The sense of loss and trauma a child
experiences is very deep and confusing. Children can have feelings of rejection and a sense
of responsibility for the break up, and deep
confusion can set in. This will have a lifelong
impact on them, affecting their relationships
and their image of self. Divorce can also have
a multi-generational impact. This effect is
compounded when children are completely
separated from a parent. For parents, this
breakup of the family could propel them further down a road of self-destruction, especially if they do not have a support structure or
the tools to help them deal with the hurt.
Jenny* is experiencing this very thing. She
separated from her partner a few years ago,
and due to her lifestyle, she has not had access to her children. However, a big part of
her motivation to recover has been her children, and as a result of not seeing them, she
has had a hard time making the changes to her
life needed for recovery. We recently partnered with a community partner to help arrange a safe way for her to see her children in
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supervised visits. It is wonderful to see community partners working together to help both
the parents and the children. During one supervised visit, I was standing in the corner
and overheard one of the children come up to
Jenny and say “Mom, this is the best day ever!”
It is wonderful to know we are making a
difference and we are not trying to do it alone.
As partners in the community we have other
partners to rely on, and our clients and friends
have us to rely on. Together, we are doing this
thing called life. Thank you to each of you for
the role you play in helping each individual
either with prayer or finances. We would
struggle to fulfill our role without partnering
with you.”
*Names have been changed.

The Strydoms live near Parry Sound, ON.
They joined Rising Above in April, 2017 and
Johan works with the nearby First Nations
communities. You can support Johan’s ministry by donating to “Project Parry Sound Ministries.”

Terry & Brenda Martin
New Roles
BEYOND OUR EXPECTATIONS
Looking back on the last six months, I am
extremely grateful for my sabbatical. It was
restful, rejuvenating and re-envisioning. I
have returned to work full time albeit in a
new role. After 17 years in the roles of Executive Director and Director of Operations, I
felt I needed a change and with Ben in place as Executive Director, and
Nicole in her new role as Financial and Administrative Officer, it has
opened the door for that change. In my new role as “Ministry Staff” I will
devote 80% of my time to expanding the music ministry of the Rising
Above Band and engaging in some personal ministry. In the remaining
time, I will be available to Ben for projects and consultation. Regarding the
music, we are adapting to the new realities of virtual ministry. This requires
learning how to record, produce, and publicize quality productions- new
ground for me and I’m excited about it. Brenda has made a shift as well,
officially coming on staff part-time. Her duties will essentially be what she
has been doing all these years with the Band as well as some personal music and relationship building ministry.
Terry and Brenda live in Niverville. You can support their ministry by donating to “Project Niverville Operations.”

Rosie Boskoyous
Counselling Ministry
Tansi! (How are you? Cree greeting). I am so
thankful for all of the people that have supported
me in my work with Rising Above! The prayers,
financial sponsorship and encouraging words have
all been meaningful to me. Thank you to the
amazing group of individuals that I work with at
Rising Above! They have encouraged me and
challenged me in many ways to grow closer to Jesus Christ. I am working up
to 8 hours a week for Rising Above at this time. I am also working as a therapist with another organization in Edmonton and taking another course
through Athabasca University online.
Recently, my Rising Above colleagues and I have been working on a plan to
offer an online Webinar! This has been an exciting new venture for us. Due
to the unfortunate COVID-19 situation, we had to cancel the Toronto Rising
Above Conference addressing sexual abuse scheduled for March of 2020;
therefore, I thought it might be a good idea to offer something with a similar
theme to a limited number of participants as a pilot project. Moreover, I
have continued to offer prayer support to a lady in Winnipeg. This relationship has been an encouragement to both her and me. I appreciate your prayers as the pandemic and my work schedule has limited my time with friends
and family.

COVID dramatically changed the Ride this year!
All large group events like the Ride in Winnipeg
(organized and hosted by Rising Above), were
cancelled. Speculations abounded that donations
would be greatly reduced. We conceded that our
biggest fundraiser would take a huge hit. Blue Sea
Foundation, the creators of the Ride, made a critical pivot to a virtual event, allowing charities to
organize their own event in COVID-friendly
groups and expanded the activities from cycling
and walking to whatever participants wanted to do
to raise money for their charity of choice.
To our amazement, the amount of donations actually increased by 43%. This helped offset the revenue lost from not organizing the event in Winnipeg. In the end, our net proceeds were only $3,350
shy of last year’s total. That was beyond our expectations!
Special shout outs go to
our top fundraisers:
Howard Jolly (Winnipeg)
who cycled 50K raising
$2320 and Stephen Kidd
(Ottawa) who sailed 84K
solo on the Ottawa River
raising $2109. Thanks
for your efforts guys! A
very heartfelt thanks for
the other 42 participants
and their fundraising
efforts which are no less
important.

Stephen Kidd on his
sailboat

Here are the results:
$25,135 raised in donations and sponsorships,
4 teams (2 in Ottawa, Winnipeg, Edmonton)
44 participants
Rising Above will receive a grant of nearly
$20,000!
Thanks to all who participated and donated!
Join us next year!
Look for the event to open in late spring.
rideforrefuge.org

You can support Rosie’s ministry by donating to “Project Pathways to
Wholeness.”

Daren George
Men’s Ministry
Deuteronomy 31: 6 - “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because
of them, for the L your God goes with
you; he will never leave you nor forsake
you.” This is a verse that I’ve been hanging
on to.
The year 2020 has been challenging for all of us. Just before COVID
-19, we at Kyah Bible Fellowship were going through the book Revelation, and before that, we went through the book of Daniel. I believe it helped us prepare our fellowship for what was coming.
In looking at everything that we just went through before the pandemic–including many deaths in the Witsuwiten nation as well
neighbouring Gitxsan and Babine nations—I am overwhelmed. The
deaths didn’t stop during the pandemic, however, and we could no
longer say goodbye to our loved ones the way First Nations do.
It’s important to acknowledge grief, or lack of grieving, and to understand the grieving process. I had been working with the Institute
of Biblical Counselling International (IBCI) with Healing the Pain
of the Heart workshops and Grief workshops. Good things were
happening, but COVID-19 stalled them out. Instead, I find myself
continually connecting with people who are grieving, talking with
them, and praying for them.
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God made
us relational beings,
and
this
pandemic
has chalThe Ride for Refuge team in Ottawa
lenged
that. We
are needing to look
outside the box. As Christians, we had to look at going online with
our services, bible study, and prayer; not denying the need for fellowship. The Rising Above team needed to look at ways to have
webinars and online counselling, and we are working with IBCI and
exploring how we can do this. Exciting work is still happening, like
the Kyah Bible Fellowship, which has continued to be a praying
church. We all need to be a praying nation.
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.”
Daren George lives in Telkwa, BC, close to Smithers. He was the
Executive Director of Rising Above until he suffered a stroke in October 2015. By the grace and strength of God Daren has persevered
amid many health challenges to be where he is today. You can support his men’s ministry by donating to “Project Smithers.”
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