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A Lesson from a Tree
The Lord is our help. He is our healer. He is our provider. He gives us
wisdom. He gives us strength. I can’t imagine what life without Christ
would be like when passing through times such as this COVID-19 pandemic.
These are certainly interesting times we are living in. Our thoughts go
out to those fighting off the virus and their families, health workers on
the front lines, essential workers keeping services running, and all of us
throughout the world whose lives are interrupted in quite a dramatic
way. This shock has impacted society in unprecedented ways, and we
may not know the extent of how for years to come.
Beyond the cedar hedges in my back yard,
there is a prominent evergreen tree. I observed just now that it has a noticeable
curve in its trunk, yet it continues to grow
upward. I wondered what shock, or what
conditions at the time, led to it developing
a curve. Perhaps there was a drought, perhaps strong winds pushed it out of alignment, or maybe it was heavy snow caused
it to bend. Regardless of what may have
happened to it, the tree adapted and kept
growing upward toward the sun. This encourages me because no matter what
shocks or conditions we may experience,
by the grace of God, we can rise above our pain and be empowered by
his Spirit to experience life, identity and purpose in Christ as God our
Father intended.
The pandemic has affected Rising Above and our friends in many
ways. We cancelled our March Toronto conference indefinitely; the
National Prayer Breakfast, at which the Rising Above Band was scheduled to minister, has shifted to an online format and the Band will participate in next year’s breakfast in person; and our ministry staff have
had to adapt many of their typical activities. We look forward to the
time when social distancing and self-isolation restrictions are lifted, but
in the meantime, we are finding ways to bring God’s healing. One way
is by having church online using Facebook Live which is what Howard
and the First Nation Community Church do in Winnipeg. Another way
is by reaching out to people via phone, social media,
text, etc.
In the midst of this uncertainty, God has done a small
miracle for us at Rising Above. Two of our board
members were completing their terms and needed to
be replaced. With no one in sight we were a little
nervous, but God provided. It is with great gratitude
that we thank David Cheechoo and Eric Kamenawatamin for their years of service as board members,
and it is also with great anticipation that we welcome
Glen Whiskeychan and Jamie Jacob to the board.
Time will tell what the long term effects of this coronavirus will be on society, but as we keep looking to

Daren George - Smithers Ministry
In late 2019, Daren joined with IBCI in ministry for a Healing the Pain
of the Heart workshop in the Fort St. John/Halfway area. As the only
Indigenous counsellor available, he was very busy ministering to people
dealing many issues, including mother wounds and father wounds. Part
of the workshop included a campfire, where attendees were very open
and honest about the things in their lives that they were going to surrender to God. It was a very powerful evening. Daren’s time there
sparked interest in bringing a Rising Above conference to the area. Since then, Daren has been working with UIM and local churches
in the beginning stages of planning for a conference. This has placed
Daren as event manager, a position that he held with Rising Above back
in 2010-2011.
Beyond planning this conference, Daren is engaged in counselling,
prayer and men’s ministry, now through text and phone calls instead of
face to face contact. He continues on as Associate pastor of Kyah Bible

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, we
can rest assured that all things will work together for good for those who are called according to his purposes. May you be blessed
and shine in the midst of the darkness.
Ben Lim joined Rising Above as the Executive
Director in 2019. You can support Ben’s ministry by donating to “Project Ottawa Executive
Leadership.”

The Rising Above Band
Greetings from the Rising Above Band. We are very thankful for your
encouragement and support. This year will be remembered in human
history as the coronavirus has impacted the globe. In light of the pandemic, I want to give an update on how it has impacted our activity as a
band. At the end of March we were to provide the music at the Rising
Above Conference in Toronto. We were looking forward to this first
time Rising Above conference in Toronto, but it had to be cancelled.
We were also tremendously honoured to be asked to sing at the National Prayer Breakfast in Ottawa on May 7, but that has been postponed to
next year. In its place for this year, the organizers are producing a video
to be posted on the National Prayer Breakfast website on May 7. We
have recorded a song for that video and I give a short word of encouragement.
On a positive note, the band provided music as a part of two worship
services with the First Nations Community Church in Winnipeg, which
is associated with the Christian & Missionary Alliance of Canada. The
services were posted live on Facebook. Brenda shared a song she wrote
about God’s faithfulness through hard times and His promise that He
will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). A listener spoke of
how fitting it was at this time.The viewership for these services was
approximately 5000 people for each post. We don’t know how many
stay through the whole service but we know friends are listening who
normally don’t attend Church services on Sunday morning. (you can
view the videos and future services on First Nations Community
Church’s Facebook page, Sunday morning at 11am CST).
This pandemic has instilled a strong realization at the brevity and
uncertainty of life. With
this comes fear, anxiety
and despair. People are
hungry for something
‘spiritual.’ The number
of people tuning in to
online services has
been sobering in that
The Rising Above Band at
we are called to ‘go’,
First Nations Community Church
but because we have not
been as faithful as we should in this, God has been bringing the world
to us. Music is huge in healing and bringing hope. This is certainly an
opportune time for the band. We are looking for ways to minister in
this dark time. We pray that we will be a song that brings the light of
Jesus in this dark time.
Thank you for you love and support.
Howard Jolly, for the Band.
Howard Jolly is the pastor of First Nations Community Church in Winnipeg and director of the First Nations Alliance Churches of Canada.
The Rising Above Band members call him “chief”.
Fellowship where they carry on their ministry through online services
and Bible Studies.
Daren George lives in Telkwa, BC, close to
Smithers. He was the Executive Director of Rising
Above until he suffered a stroke in October 2015.
Daren has persevered through many health challenges and now volunteers as an associate member of Rising Above. You can support his ministry
by donating to “Project Smithers Ministry.”

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

Johan Strydom - Parry Sound/Muskoka, ON
At various times during the year we reach certain waypoints that make
us think back about the time gone by and it forces us to take stock and
also think about what lies ahead. Recently we have reached such a waypoint with the year-end and AGM of Rising Above. However, this is
also happening during a very strange time in our world. Social distancing has made us stop, think and change the way we connect with people.
My daughter had a school assignment the other day called “Resisting
Hitler” and in the process of talking through the assignment my wife
Kerrie made the comment that we live in a time where we have to resist
an evil also. This COVID-19 virus has made people scared, depressed
and have a gloomy view on the future. This has become evident in the
many conversations I have had with people. This virus has been holding
people hostage, and I am not just talking about the social isolation in
our homes. The fear, depression, loneliness, grief, stress and everything
that goes with these are holding people captive.
It is an amazing experience to walk with people and share in their pain

Ride for Refuge is a family-friendly cycling and walking fundraising event that helps you support charities who provide refuge and hope for some of the most vulnerable people on earth.
This is our biggest fundraiser of the year.

Save the date and join on
October 3, 2020.

and joy because you cannot help but to get to
know them as you also
become part of their story
and learn about their history and struggles. In the
men’s circle, we have seen the circle grow and men become closer and
closer as they build and share community and life.
In the Grief Recovery program we have also seen people getting healing from losses and hurts, removing obstacles of un-forgiveness, bitterness, isolation and conflict that allow for healing and growth from our
Creator Jesus.
It is a privilege to play a role in healing the broken-hearted, freeing the
spiritual and emotional captives, bringing new sight to those that cannot
see or understand and bringing forgiveness and freedom to those that
have been crushed.
In this strange and difficult time we have had to look at different ways
to help and support people in our community through prayer, food deliveries, social media and the phone network. We cannot do everything,
but we can and should make a difference. As followers of Jesus, the
Creator of this world, we should follow in His steps. He once said
“…..He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery
of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free....” Luke 4:18 (NIV)
Thank you for each of your prayers and support. It would be very difficult to continue without you standing by us.
The Strydoms live near Parry Sound, ON. They joined Rising Above in
April, 2017 and Johan works with the nearby First Nations communities. You can support Johan’s ministry by donating to “Project Parry
Sound Ministries.” For more information on them and their work, visit
www.risingabove.ca.

Administrative Adjustments
Last year saw a few administrative changes at Rising Above. In May, we were thankful to hire a new Executive Director - Ben
Lim, who works from his home in Ottawa. A few months later, Nicole Banman moved away from the Niverville area and as a
result, both Terry and Nicole switched to home offices. This transition has proven to be a blessing; even though the effects of
COVID-19 greatly affect our ability to minister to others, our administrative work has continued seamlessly.
A bigger adjustment this spring has been Terry Martin’s sabbatical. From January to March, Terry’s employment was reduced
to half-time, and as of April 1, Terry is now on full sabbatical until the end of August. Please keep him in prayer throughout
this time that he would experience rest, rejuvenation and spiritual renewal.
Nicole Banman Financial and
Administrative
Officer

As we try to cover the void left by Terry’s absence, most of his duties have been handed over to Ben. Nicole has taken on more
of the financial duties as she stepped into the role of Financial and Administrative Officer. Please pray for both Ben and Nicole
as they take on these new responsibilities.

Rosie Boskoyous - Pathways to Wholeness
In the fall of last year, with studies at Providence Theological Seminary concluding, Rosie moved to Edmonton where
she was able to secure some work that would provide her with financial stability while also allowing her to dedicate one
day per week to ministry through Rising Above. Benefits of the move were that she was closer to her home community
and in a city where she already had many contacts from living there previously. Since the move, Rosie has been using
some of her counselling skills in her new job, and beyond that, she’s been exploring new ministry opportunities in partnership with community organizations. Presently, she is mentoring a single mother of three. Please pray for Rosie as she
continues to seek opportunities to mentor and counsel women and youth.
You can support Rosie’s ministry by donating to “Project Pathways to Wholeness.”

Financial Overview
2019
Total Revenue - 255,536
Total Expenses - 264,731

Audited Statements are available upon request.
Box 930 Niverville, MB R0A 1E0
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