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Peguis Conference: Healing and Reconciliation
“A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children,” (Prov
13:21a) What is a good inheritance? Is it a large sum of money, or
something more?
In 1998, the Government of Canada conceded that the Peguis First
Nation surrender of the St. Peter’s Reserve was legally void and invalid
because the government failed to comply with the Indian Act. As a
result, the Peguis Surrender Claim Trust was created to be directed
under the leadership of the community. But how would this fund be
used? What would be passed on to future generations?
The Elder’s Committee have a vision to see their people healed, and in
partnership with the Peguis Surrender Claim Trust, they invited Rising
Above to come and engage the community in the area of healing and
reconciliation from the impacts of Indian Residential and Day schools.
How does one heal from trauma and engage in reconciliation? The MC
on the last day said that for his people, dealing with the traumas of the
past was a door whose recent opening was long overdue. The opening
of that door lead to presenters Howard
Jolly, Linda Martin, Ray Aldred, Larry
Wilson and John Beardy being able to
share stories of deep healing, reconciliation, and the passing on of family legacies.
It was a particularly special time for Larry Wilson, a hometown boy of Peguis, to
have the opportunity to share in his home
community. The people really respected
Larry and could relate to him as an Indian Day School survivor and a second
generation Residential School survivor
Larry Wilson presenting at the
Peguis Conference

Daren George - Men’s Ministry
Praise God for all that He does through his son Jesus Christ for all of us.
I find I’m starting another chapter in my life. After caregiving for my
mom for over a year and focusing on her well-being, the Lord has
called her into glory. I find myself focusing more back into the ministry
where He has called me. After 4+ years of challenges and 4 deaths of
key people in my life, I feel that I am living out the book of Job. It didn’t matter what circumstances came up, hanging on to the Lord with all
my might, ministry still continued. I thank you for all your prayers.
My doctor agreed with all the gifts I’ve been blessed with to use it in
volunteer work. I am still on disability and I do not get a wage from
Rising Above. The Lord has opened a door where I am an associate
member of Rising Above, and I am reimbursed for ministry expenses
from the Smithers Ministry project. As ministry continued while on
disability, ministry expenses also continued, which put a strain on my
fixed income.

(his mom had attended Residential school). Larry shared that for many
years he hated his Indian identity. He thought to himself that if he was
ever going to be a person of value, he would have to leave the reserve
and get educated in a white man’s school. Larry shared how God
healed his deep pain so that he could finally say, “I love Larry Wilson.”
The organizers were touched by what they heard throughout the conference and expressed a desire to bring the message the Rising Above
team shared to the school.
So what is the inheritance that the Elders of Peguis want to leave their
children and children’s children? They want to leave behind a legacy
of healing so that their people can have the freedom to be everything
God intended them to be!

The Rising Above Band
Written by Howard Jolly, pastor of First Nations Community Church in
Winnipeg and director of the First Nations Alliance Churches of Canada. The Rising Above Band members call him “chief”.
A highlight of the year was a six day tour in June with 6 concerts in
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Montana. One of the communities was
Siksika First Nation, the home of Rising Above’s founder, Vincent
Yellow Old Woman. It was a special time with Vincent, hearing him
recount the beginnings of Rising Above.
Other opportunities included Rising Above conferences in Mishkeegogamang First Nation, ON and Peguis First Nation, MB, a concert at
nearby Roseau River First Nation, a concert at Stoney Mountain Penitentiary, and a weekend of ministry in Prince Albert, singing at the
First Nations Gospel Jamboree, taking the Sunday service at the First
Nations Alliance Church and recording more songs with Tribal Trails.
The band received many more invites to sing at Jamborees, Fundraisers
and communities throughout the year. Unfortunately, due to all the
members having other responsibilities, callings or ‘work’, we are unable to fulfill all requests. We love doing music together. The love
comes from the impact that the music is having for the glory of God.
Impact meaning the way we see music healing, comforting, encouraging, strengthening, refreshing and reviving people. It does that for each
of our souls within the Rising Above Band also. Rehearsing for concerts, conferences, recordings and Jamborees is worshipful and good
medicine for the soul.
Feedback on the ministry of the Band motivates us to continue. It affirms the ‘gift’ of God and his anointing on us. Seeing and hearing of a
soul strengthened and rejoicing because of God working through the
Rising Above Band is extremely fulfilling. Music is powerful gift and
we are blessed to be doing it for God.
Thank you for supporting us. On
behalf of the Rising Above Band.

I remain involved in Counselling ministry and Prayer ministry as well
as Men’s ministry as I work with individual men in areas of discipleship, mentoring and leadership. I also carry on as Associate pastor of
Kyah Bible Fellowship.
Looking ahead, the Lord has been opening a lot of doors:
• Canadian Board of UIM International passed a motion to invite Rising Above to have a regional conference at the Rocknest Ranch Bible camp. I’ll be working as Rising Above representative for this
conference. Please join me in praying about this conference.
Enjoying Ranch Country Montana

• I will be a part of the Native leadership networking gathering at
Rocknest Ranch Bible camp in May. UIM will be hosting this gathering with the help of Samaritan’s purse and Rising Above.
• I will carry forward in working with Geoff Clark of IBCI with Grief
Workshops and Pain of the Heart workshops.
• I continue to be the spokesperson on behalf of the hereditary House
chiefs of the House on the Flat rock which I am a member and wing
chief.
With all that’s coming down the pipe I still need to monitor my own
boundaries and limitations and take some time out for myself. I appreci-

Vincent Yellow Old Woman,
founder of Rising Above,
opens the concert in Siksika.

ate your prayers in all of these areas. Thank you for all your prayers as
we keep moving ahead in the ministry that
God has placed us in.
Daren George lives in Telkwa, BC, close to
Smithers. He was the Executive Director of
Rising Above until he suffered a stroke in
October 2015. By the grace and strength of
God Daren has persevered amid many
health challenges to be where he is today.
You can support his men’s ministry by donating to “Project Smithers.”

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

Johan Strydom - Parry Sound/Muskoka, ON
As another year draws to a close, we like to take the time to reflect and
see how God has been busy with His work. And to remind ourselves
that, although He doesn’t need us, He has invited us to be part of His
work here in Parry Sound. Life speeds along and if we don’t take the
time to reflect, we miss seeing the larger picture of how God is working. We passed the 5 year mark of ministry here in Parry Sound and are
starting to see the fruits of the relationships that have slowly been built
over time. We continue to learn and grow in our understanding of the
issues facing our First Nations friends.
So what makes a successful year? Is it the number of people who took
the Grief course, how many Faith Circles are up and running? How
many men consistently attend the Men’s Circle every week? Well, as
important as those things are, I think that they are only part of the story. I think the more important question is whether we took every opportunity available to us to enter into another person’s story and share
life with them. Were we present to celebrate successes and share in
sorrows, to encourage during discouragement, and to give a helping
hand? These are the marks of a successful year; that we journeyed with
those whom God placed in our path and took every chance to be a part
of their story.
Some highlights of the year:
1. A Grief group was held in one community during May and June. It
was so encouraging to see people begin to work through painful
issues in their lives and begin to get healing.
2. Several clients have also completed the one-on-one grief program
with Johan and we are so excited to see how they are making huge
steps forward in their healing process.
3. We had a great opportunity to host a few members of a youth group
for a weekend as they learned a bit about First Nations culture and
went to visit an Elder in the community. It was a great opportunity as they try to discern God's heart for their involvement.

week. It has been so
exciting to see them as
they have begun to support and encourage one
another.
5. Over the past few years
Johan has been involved in preparing & training people going into
cross cultural ministry through Mission Prep. This year he attended
MissionPrep’s 30 year anniversary celebration. Over the past
5 years MissionPrep has served and prepared more than 460 adults
and more than 220 children who are heading into cross cultural ministry.
Please continue to pray for:
•

the men's circle that meets on Thursdays,

•

the faith circle that meets on Wednesday

•

the clients who are working through the grief program.

Please also pray for the housing crisis Parry Sound is experiencing.
According to a housing report released in 2018 and Parry Sound Nonprofit housing, there are over 400 households on a waiting list for
“geared to income” housing in Parry Sound.
Thank you for your continued support of Rising Above. Your support
and prayers allow us to continue the work we have begun here.
The Strydoms live near Parry Sound, ON. They joined Rising Above in
April, 2017 and Johan works with the nearby First Nations communities. You can support Johan’s ministry by donating to “Project Parry
Sound Ministries.” For more information on them and their work, visit
www.risingabove.ca.

4. A Core group of about 6 men attend the Men’s Circle every

2019 BETTER THAN EVER!
th

For the 10 year, Rising Above participated in the annual Ride for
Refuge fundraising event (www.rideforrefuge.org). Every year the
campaign has grown. Here are the results:
• $16,886 raised in donations
• $4850 raised in corporate sponsors
• 5 teams (2 Winnipeg, 1 Kitchener, 2 Ottawa)
• 53 participants
Rising Above will receive a grant of $28,000! (includes donations and a
stipend for being the host charity/planning the Winnipeg Ride location)

Jason and Rachel Bunn along with their 4 children
brave the cold and rain in Winnipeg. The Bunn family
has been faithfully riding for Rising Above since 2010.

Thanks to all who participated, donated and volunteered!
Save the date and join us next year: October 3, 2020.

Rosie Boskoyous - Counselling Ministry
The past few months have been a time of many changes for me. I have experienced a mixture of excitement and stress as
I moved from Manitoba back to Alberta. I started a new Job that I think will be both exciting and challenging. All my
years of education will be put to good use.
My work with Rising Above has involved volunteering at the Edmonton Indigenous Seniors Centre. I’ve enjoyed spending time with the seniors that the Centre serves. I ended my work at the Seniors Centre at the end of November to transition to mentoring a woman in recovery. I will be spending up to 4 hours a week with an Indigenous woman who is recovering from an addiction - she is currently involved in a faith-based program called Adeara. Furthermore, I am planning to look into working with another faith-based organization called Native Healing Centre here in Edmonton.
The new part-time job is 4 days a week and it will involve travelling short distances to neighbouring communities. I will be working to support social
workers in their work with Indigenous families and individuals; I will also be counselling Indigenous families and individuals. I will have to learn to
drive on winter roads for my work.
Please pray about the time that I will be spending with the woman I will be mentoring. I would also ask for prayer for the new job. Pray that God will
be glorified in the work that I do there.
My involvement with Rising Above in Manitoba is something I found refreshing and joyfull! I miss the ladies that I spent time with at the Family
Life Centre. I will continue to work for Rising Above in Edmonton as long as I can. I hope and pray that God continues to lead and guide the work
that we all do together at Rising Above.
You can support Rosie’s ministry by donating to “Project Pathways to Wholeness.”

Terry Martin - Director of Operations
Rising Above has granted Terry a sabbatical in the New Year. Beginning in January to the end of March he will be pulling
back to halftime and relinquishing responsibilities. From April to the end of August he will be on full sabbatical. Please
keep him in prayer throughout this time that he would experience rest, rejuvenation and spiritual renewal.
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