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Welcome to the new Executive Director
Karen Jolly, Board Chair, announced at the AGM that the Board had interviewed and made an Offer of Employment
to Ben Lim. She prefaced her announcement with an explanation of the Board’s decision in January to broaden the
search to include non-Indigenous candidates. Days following the AGM, Ben accepted the offer and will begin his
role on May 1, 2019 bringing an end to the three year long search.
Ben hails from Ottawa, born of a French Canadian mother and a Chinese father. He grew up going to church and
made a decision to follow Jesus at about 11 years old. In high school he drifted away from God but rededicated his
life at end of high school at a camp. After graduating from the University of Ottawa in 2009 with a BA majoring in
Economics, Ben became interested in ministry to Canada’s Indigenous people which lead him to live and work in the Cree Community of
Waskaganish, QC. During his 7 years of serving the community he was employed in many capacities, gaining varied experience.
From all sources, Ben is described as creative, energetic, intelligent, organized and relates well to people. Ben feels he has a ministry
calling and he has a passion to see Indigenous people thriving in who they were meant to be, a people deserving of honor. It excites him
to see what Rising Above is doing and he loves the heart of the mission.

Report on Conferences
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation, centered in Nelson House, Manitoba,
invited Rising Above to the community March 1-4, to bring a conference on healing the generational impact of Residential schools.
Community organizers Barb Moore and Eleanor Dumas had attended Rising Above events before and witnessing their impact, they
wanted to bring it to their region. The conference was funded by a
grant from the Native Indian Brotherhood Trust Fund with the support of NCN Chief and Council and the Family and Community Wellness Centre.
The team consisted of Howard & Karen Jolly along with their son
Joel, Terry & Brenda Martin, Selma Poulin, and Rick Martin. Joel,
with his musical talent, added a youthful attraction to the group.
Attendance <luctuated between sessions. An average of 50 were
present at any given session. The conference drew people together
from different churches.
A highlight of the time in the community was the opportunity to
speak to students in grades 6-12 about residential schools. The

Parry Sound & Muskoka
- Johan & Kerrie Strydom
This past year was at times very busy and at other times a little
slower which gave us good time to build relationships within the
community.
A highlight this year has been the weekly Men’s Circle which is
going really well. This meeting gives the men a safe place to connect with each other. It’s a very diverse group with young and old,
some addicts and recovered addicts. We give them some food
then discuss a topic or share about our lives or sometimes we do a
project together. There are about 22 men on my list whom I remind every week and of them about 8-9 show up each week. What
is really exciting is that they are showing up, they are hearing and
being heard by each other.

Rising Above participates in the annual national Ride for Refuge
fundraising event (www.rideforrefuge.org). This 9th year had
the best results of any.
• 5 teams (2 Winnipeg, 2 Kitchener-Waterloo, 1 Peterborough)
• 35 participants
• $15,350 raised in donations
• $3,700 raised in corporate sponsorships
• Received a grant of nearly $25,000
Rising Above was the host charity of the Winnipeg location directed by Terry Martin. The event has become very large and
very successful. This year there were 495 riders and walkers
representing 24 different charities, and together those charities
raised nearly $202,600. As the host charity, Rising Above receives 5% of the amount raised in Winnipeg.
Thanks to all who participated, donated and volunteered!

students were very attentive and reportedly some went home and
talked to their parents about what they’d heard. We trust those
conversations will continue.
As for other conferences, plans were initiated in the spring for a
conference in Mishkeegogamang, Ontario in November but the
planning didn’t come together and the conference was postponed
to May 2019. Additionally, invitations have been received and initial talks transpired for regional conferences in 2019
and 2020 in
Toronto,
Peguis
First
Nation Manitoba,
Lummi
Washington
and Timmins
Ontario.
The Faith Circle has had its ups and downs with our leader having
tremendous health challenges. We did try something new in the
circle this year. We supplemented our Bible reading with the visual bible which brought the Bible to life and assisted in our understanding of the Bible passages.
In my Grief Recovery work some of my clients are or have been
addicts or have had some trouble with the law. I have seen some of
them work through grief issues which has given them a <ighting
chance to start getting free from destructive lifestyles. It is extremely encouraging seeing them work through their grief, bringing healing to their lives and relationships.
Kerrie and I have also had the opportunity to share the Blanket
Exercise at a local church during a reconciliation conference and
travel to London to our home church to share with the youth
group about our work. We love sharing about our work and what
we are learning by being in community with our Indigenous neighbors. We hope that these conversations lead to building bridges
between our Indigenous communities and the wider Canadian
community.
One of the needs we see in our community is leadership. I hope to
play a role in helping youth develop their leadership potential.
This past October we talked to the Directors of a local camp, Crane
Lake Discovery Camp, about the possibility of using the camp for a
1 week Indigenous Youth Leadership Development camp in the
summer. We are currently searching for grants to fund the program.
This past year has had its
ups and downs, its frustrations and celebrations. In
it all we have felt encouraged and supported by our
supporters, the staff and
Board of Rising Above.
Thank you for standing
with us.

Join us October 5, 2019

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

Rising Above Band
The Rising Above Band believes the anointing of God is on our
ministry. We are thankful for the Rising Above Agency af<irming
and blessing us in this. Here are some of the highlights of the
year:
•

Rising Above Conference in Nelson House, MB. We ministered amid much chaos and brokenness in the community.
We had opportunity to minister to a family who was grieving
the loss of their daughter.

•

Music at First Nations Community Church. It is always a highlight for the Church when the Band comes several times in
the year. Music on Easter Sunday was very energetic.

•

Tribal Trails Jamboree, Prince Albert. Tribal Trails is huge in
advancing and promoting Rising Above.

•

The Beaver Lake Camp Family Camp attracts many people
from the Northern Communities. The connections we make

are a strong reason why we attend this camp frequently.
•

In October we did a weekend of fundraising concerts in Elmira, Parkhill and Lucan at churches that support Rising Above
and My People. These churches are always very encouraging.

At the jamboree in Thunder Bay we had opportunity to sing
and speak concerning issues that are vital and pervade our
First People’s communities.
There were other invitations that we turned down because of our
diverse schedules. The Band does focus on accepting invitations
that are directly connected to ministering to our calling or vocations; Terry with Rising Above, Rick and Linda with My people,
and Howard with First Nations Community Church and First Nations Alliance Churches of Canada. Fortunately, the mandates of
the separate organizations align. Thus we endorse and enhance
each other.
- Howard Jolly
•

Niverville/Winnipeg - Rosie Boskoyous

Smithers - Daren George

I began my part-time ministry with Rising Above in May after graduating in April from Providence Seminary with a MA in counselling.
I am Cree from Northern Alberta.

After years of waiting on the sidelines, I
am excited to reengage in ministry with
Rising Above. In the spring I started on
a part-time basis and will monitor my
health as I go to see how much I can
handle. In September I was invited to
attend the Board and staff weekend in
Niverville. It felt like I was home with
friends I had not seen in 4 years.

My heart’s desire is to counsel and mentor Indigenous women. In
seeking ways to establish this ministry, I have been volunteering
with Family Life Centre in Winnipeg in their women’s ministry. It is
primarily composed of Indigenous women. It has been exciting to
be part of what God is doing in there. I have been able to share my
story a couple times and I am developing friendships.
Another part of my ministry is assisting in group therapy, individual counselling and teaching at workshops and conferences. Rising
Above is seeking to partner with the Institute of Biblical Counselling International (IBCI) in their Biblical Counselling Training Diploma program and Healing the Pain of the Heart workshop and
have encouraged me to assist them. I participated in the Diploma
program for two weeks in May in Thunder Bay and plan to be involved again in May of 2019. I also participated in a Healing the
Pain of the Heart workshop in Winnipeg in January 2019 and April
2019 and will be counselling at the Rising Above conference in
Mishkeegogamang in May 2019. I love helping with these programs
as they are very meaningful.
While I was studying in 2001, I became aware of the damage done by
residential schools to Indigenous People - their identity as a people group
and as individuals. I am glad that Rising Above is working toward bringing
healing to Indigenous people along
with the truth that Christ loves them! I
want to play a part in the healing journey of my Indigenous brothers and
sisters.

The focus of my ministry is men’s ministry since the Lord has been opening and reopening doors with
men that are searching for new beginnings. One example is working
with Mike Cunningham’s ministry, Bulkley Board & Beam. We work
with young men who have made wrong choices and are trying to
<ind a new life. By giving them a job building sheds and barns, we
mentor the men while we work.
Another recent focus has been dealing with grief as there have been
38 deaths over a 14 month period in my community which has added a lot to my plate. I have been busy doing grief counselling with
individuals and groups and organizing grief workshops.
Since my stroke in 2015, I have been on disability. While this has
been a blessing it now limits me <inancially and prevents me from
drawing a wage from Rising Above, but I am able to be reimbursed
for my ministry expenses through my Ministry Fund- “Project
Smithers.” If you wish to support my ministry donations can be
made to this fund.
In all of this I have to make sure I keep an eye on my boundaries
with my health. But just doing ministry again has been exciting.

Self Care for Christian Counsellors Initiative
As a result of input from the Corporation members and from other sources on the need to support Christian counsellors working in Indigenous communities, in April Terry launched this new initiative. It began with starting a Facebook group to connect Christian counsellors
working among Indigenous people and encourage them with inspirational messages, songs, and helpful counselling insights and resources.
As a second step in this initiative Terry organized 1 day Self-care retreats in April and November. The purpose of the retreats is to strengthen, encourage and equip Christian Counsellors working in Northern Ontario. The retreats are composed of a teaching on an aspect of selfcare, light hearted activities, debrie<ing and praying for one another. Although the groups have been small, the retreats have been wellreceived and requested to continue.

Financial Snapshot

Total Revenue 2018

Total Expenses 2018

Total Revenue- $230,530
Total Expenses- $206,990

Audited Statements are available by request.
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