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Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Welcomes Rising Above
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation, centered in Nelson House, Manitoba,
invited Rising Above to the community, March 1-4, to bring a conference on healing the generational impact of Residential Schools. Community organizers Barb Moore and Eleanor Dumas had attended Rising Above events before, and witnessing their impact, they wanted to
bring it to their region. With the help of a grant from the Native Indian
Brotherhood Trust Fund and the support of NCN and the Family and
Community Wellness Centre, their vision became a reality.
The team from Rising Above consisted of Howard & Karen Jolly along
with their son Joel, Terry & Brenda Martin, Selma Poulin, and Rick
Martin.
The conference began on Friday evening with a concert by the Rising
Above Band and Joel Jolly, a talented young Indigenous musician. A
special invitation was extended to survivors of Residential Schools.
The highlight of the time in the community was the opportunity to
speak to students in grades 6-12 about residential schools. Most kids
are impacted by this, but many do not know what parents or grandparents went through. They don’t understand how that experience has
deeply affected them and future generations because the survivors

don’t talk about it. The presentations, which included short segments of
music, story-telling, speaking and a slide show, went better than expected. The students were very attentive. What’s more, some went
home and talked to their parents about what they’d heard. We trust
those conversations will continue.
On a sad note, while in the community a young 19 year old girl took
her life. Being a close relative of the family where some of the Rising
Above team were staying, the team was asked to visit and bring comfort to the grieving family in their home.
While this untimely death was testament to a life overcome by unresolved pain, it did not overshadow the reality of God’s healing touch in
a number of other lives impacted through the Rising Above team.

The Rising Above Band
Written by Howard Jolly, pastor of First Nations Community Church in
Winnipeg and director of the First Nations Alliance Churches of Canada. The Rising Above Band members call him “chief”.
It is said that the joy that comes from the Holy Spirit is an unspeakable
joy that is unique in God. I sense this is the joy that comes through the
working of God in Christ through the ministry of the Rising Above
Band. One of the greatest testaments to this was a woman coming up
after a concert and expressing how the songs had been such a comfort
and strength in her grief over the passing of her son. I have only one
son and one daughter. I cannot imagine the impact that losing one of
these precious children would have on my wife and I. It is a holy moment when someone with such deep brokenness speaks of your music
as a source of strength. It brought ‘tears of joy’ to my eyes.

High school students engage with the presentation.

Daren George - Men’s Ministry
Since recently reengaging ministry with Rising Above with the role of
men’s ministry, the Lord has been opening and reopening doors with
men that are searching for new beginnings.
One example was a man whom I met at a Rising Above conference in
2006. We started a Bible study back then but life threw a curveball at
him and I lost contact. Just lately the Lord has reopened that door. I
received a call from his daughter asking me to contact him as he was at
the end of himself. I’m connecting with him and now he wants to do
Bible study again. He’s also started attending church, has been going to
Bible studies and wants to do more.

We sing a song that I wrote about how the conversion of my dad impacted my salvation. It speaks of how violent my dad was when he was
drunk, of how he would beat my mom in a drunken rage. It also talks
about how receiving the love of God in Christ transformed his life. I
have often had someone from the audience come up to me afterwards
and say, “that’s my story...that’s how my dad was.” The ‘joy’ that these
encounters bring keeps us singing.
In October we sang at the 50th anniversary celebration of Grace Bible
Chapel in Parkhill, ON, a church that started in Rick and Brenda’s
home. It was a joy to celebrate this occasion with the band. It has also
been a joy to work with Terry, Brenda and Rick for over ten years now.
They are gifted musicians who want to give their best for the glory of
God. Their families have been amazing supporters and encouragers of
the band.

I’m also working with Mike Cunningham’s ministry, Bulkley Board & Beam. We work with
young men who have made wrong choices and
are trying to find a new life. By giving them a
job building sheds and barns using a Woodmizer
mill to cut all the boards and beams, we mentor
the men while we work. Lately we’ve been
working on building a log cabin.

I am indeed thankful to have been
doing music for close to 40 years;
first with SonRise Gospel Band
and now the Rising Above Band.
We want to thank our supporters
for prayers, encouraging words
and encouraging letters.

drawing a wage from Rising
Even more doors have opened up through the
Above, but I am able to be reimRising Above Band at the Nelson House Conference
men’s wellness camp set up through the Heredibursed for my ministry expenses
tary Chief’s office. I have been invited to attend these outdoor wilder- through my Ministry Fund- “Project Smithers.”
ness camps as a knowledge holder of my people. The camps are not
Christian but give me opportunity to develop trust relationships with the Reengaging with Rising Above on a volunteer basis has opened the
men and when appropriate, share my faith. Since the camp, many of door for me to engage in a deeper way. Now I’m looking at having
more Bible studies in my home, being a part of a workshop on healing
these men have sought me out for counselling.
and reaching out to those men that the Lord puts in front of me. God is
In all of this I have to make sure I keep an eye on my boundaries with good all the time, all the time God is good.
my health. But just doing ministry again has been exciting. I remember
years ago when I was speaking at a Rising Above conference, I placed a Daren George lives in Telkwa, BC, close to
challenge to each community to be praying for 5000 Native men to find Smithers. He was the Executive Director of
the Lord and take back their responsibility as a spiritual leader in their Rising Above until he suffered a stroke in
home, community and the body of Christ; take back their responsibility October 2015. By the grace and strength of
God Daren has persevered amid many health
as a godly husband, godly father, godly grandfather, godly brother.
challenges to be where he is today. You can
Since my stroke in 2015, ministry hasn’t really stopped- with counsel- support his men’s ministry by donating to
ling and witnessing to people who came to visit me or who are in the “Project Smithers.”
hospital. Being on disability limits me financially and prevents me from

Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency

Johan Strydom - Parry Sound/Muskoka, ON
As I sit here, I am amazed that I am compiling ministry highlights for a
year that is already almost done. In some ways it feels like the year has
just begun but when I look back at my calendar and all the events it
contains, I realize how much time has passed.
It is always the challenge to not get stuck in events, programs and
things scheduled on our calendars. Sometimes these planned items can
become just things to do. Although we enjoy them, the program itself
can become too important, and we can miss the real purpose and cause
for it all, namely people; people with real lives and real stories. Thinking back on this year, I think of people who have touched my life and
hopefully whose lives I have touched.
In many of my friend’s lives, life is so noisy because of struggles and
suffering that they miss out on an amazing relationship with our Creator
Jesus. They cannot hear Him calling them or whispering to their soul
that he loves them. Like one friend said to me, “I am just so tired of all
this life I just want to die to have some peace.” Another friend said, “I
want to turn around and walk away from my life because all that I have,
even the people that I love, draw me down all the time.” He has a deep
craving to help others, but his life as it is hinders him from fulfilling
this call. Pray that he will keep on walking into healing and a relationship with our Creator.
Sometimes the still voice of our Creator does penetrate the noise of this
world and touch someone’s life. My friend Martha said, “I just love to
be close to the Creator. I love hearing His voice when I sit outside on
the deck and I love learning of Him when I read the Bible.”
This year has been filled with many new connections through the Grief
Recovery work I do, as well as the Men’s circle at the Friendship Centre. I deeply appreciate being allowed to share in the stories of so many
men and women.

still holding on to her faith in Jesus our Creator.
In the midst of these struggles there have been questions and cries of,
“why is He allowing this suffering” and “why is He not bringing relief.” It is these cries for answers and relief that makes the journey
alongside people very difficult but also sacred and it is an honour to
share life with them.
Kerrie and I also had the opportunity and the privilege to be involved in
different reconciliation events during this year, both in Parry Sound and
London, Ontario. We feel strongly that we need to keep the conversation going regarding the First Nations People: their history, reality today and future in relation to the wider Canadian community.
Reflecting over the past year also includes dreaming about what potential might lie in the future. This year we have been busy building the
foundation for a new ministry. The Rising Above Board identified leadership development among our youth as a very big need in many communities. So this year we have been busy building the foundation for a
new ministry. This past October we began talks with the leaders of a
local camp about the possibility of bringing a group of young people
(youth) for a leadership development camp in the summer.
As this year is coming to a close and Christmas is drawing near, my
thoughts keep on returning to the good news that Jesus shared with us
and what its implications are for us in our lives today. May your stories
include discovering this good news and the impact it has on your lives.
The Strydoms live near Parry Sound, ON. They joined Rising Above in
April, 2017 and Johan works with the nearby First Nations communities. You can support Johan’s ministry by donating to “Project Parry
Sound Operations.” For more information on them and their work, visit
www.risingabove.ca.

The Faith Circle has had its up and downs as the leader has been in a
tremendous struggle with her health and life in general. I would like to
ask for your prayers for her as the doctors are still struggling to make a
diagnosis. But even though life has been an amazing struggle, she is

2018 A BANNER YEAR!
Rising Above participates in the annual Ride for Refuge fundraising event
(www.rideforrefuge.org). This year was the 9th year and the best results of any:
• $15,350 raised in donations,
• $3700 raised in corporate sponsors
• 5 teams (2 Winnipeg, 2 Kitchener, 1 Peterborough)
• 35 participants
Rising Above will receive a grant of nearly $25,000! (includes donations and a
stipend for being the host charity/planning the Winnipeg Ride location)
Thanks to all who participated, donated and volunteered!
Save the date and join us next year: October 5, 2019

Rosie Boskoyous - Counselling Ministry
Since most don’t know me, I’ll briefly introduce myself and let you know what I have been up to in my new ministry with Rising Above. I am Cree
from Northern Alberta. I have been working with the Institute of Biblical Counselling International (IBCI) for several years on a part-time basis
and these experiences led me to seek further training in counselling which brought me to Providence Seminary in Manitoba. In April I graduated
with a two-year MA in Counselling. I immediately began working part-time for Rising Above while at the same time enrolling in another year at
the seminary to complete a three-year MA in Counselling Psychology.
My desire is to counsel and mentor Indigenous women. In seeking ways to establish this ministry, I have been volunteering with Family Life Centre in Winnipeg in their women’s ministry. It is primarily composed of Indigenous women and a few children. We offer the women a time of worship and a sermon along with a meal, free childcare, free clothing and we pray with the ladies if they choose to. It has been exciting to be part of
what God is doing there. I was able to pray with one lady who was working through some issues with grief. Another lady has been coming quite
regularly and we have been developing a friendship. I have gotten to know a few other ladies who come regularly. It is wonderful to worship with
them. During one of our times of worship, the Lord revealed to me that He is comforting my people.
I am also hoping to be part of offering workshops in Indigenous communities on abuse and other mental health topics. Additionally, my employment with Rising Above will involve continuing to work with IBCI in their Biblical Counselling Diploma program. My role is to assist in group
therapy and individual counselling. I participated in this for two weeks in May in Thunder Bay, Ontario and plan to be involved again in January
and May of 2019.
I am glad that Rising Above is working toward bringing healing to Indigenous people along with the truth that Christ
loves them! While I was studying in 2001, I became aware of the damage done by the residential school policy of cultural replacement and rejection of Indigenous culture and languages. Indigenous people across Canada have experienced devastation to their identity as a people group and as individuals due to the Government and church sanctioned
racism that occurred in many Residential Schools across this country. I want to play a part in the healing journey of my
Indigenous brothers and sisters.
You can support Rosie’s ministry by donating to “Project Niverville Ministry.”
201-106 Main St. Niverville, MB R0A OA1
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