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Rising Above Band Ministry in Cross Lake, MB
The remote Manitoba First Nation of Pimicikamak, known as Cross Lake, declared a state of emergency in early March after six suicides and 140 separate pleas, including attempts and confessions of plans to commit suicide since December, reported the Winnipeg
Free Press.
The Rising Above Band with Joel Jolly

Upon hearing the news story, the Rising Above Band thought it was no coincidence
that three months earlier they met with two leaders from Cross Lake who invited
Rising Above to hold a conference on dealing with abuse issues. The date was set
for March 31. It was decided that the Rising Above Band along with Linda Martin,
Cindy Molacek, Karen Jolly would facilitate and Joel Jolly would perform evening
concerts for the youth.
Amid much trepidation and feelings of inadequacy for ministering in this overwhelming situation, the Band and company pressed forward with plans, soliciting the prayers of many individuals and churches.
Interestingly, at the time the story broke Aboriginal Affairs Minister Eric Robinson said that the two levels of government were doing
what they could to assist the community but the root causes of suicide — poverty, overcrowded housing and past abuse — needed to
be addressed. His words gave credence to our mission- to bring about healing by helping Aboriginal people deal with the root causes
of pain and dysfunction, one of which we know is sexual abuse.
From the outset we encountered things we didn’t expect nor could have predicted. Among a number of encouraging “God appointments” were also some discouraging disappointments.
Upon arrival in the community, our host promptly began looking for accommodations for us. At the first stop, a motel adjacent to a
bar, we were caught off guard by an angry man under the influence who yelled at our host, “Hey, why’d you bring these guys here?”
and then ranted about his discontents with the living conditions. Not the type of greeting we expected. Needless to say we didn’t stay
at that motel but found comfortable accommodations in two teacherages a short distance from the school which was our conference
venue.
As we entered the school to begin our set up we were greeted this time by a group of friendly teens and children but similarly wondered who we were and why we were here. I thought to myself, I was under the understanding that this event was widely publicized
among the youth. Then I noticed on a table was the pile of posters and flyers I had printed
and sent for promotion. Apparently, advance promotion had faltered. Alternatively, we
went to the radio station each day and did a live show to promote the conference.
The radio shows proved to be a God thing. A suicidal teenage girl listening in her home
made her way to the school to seek help. She ended up hanging out with us for the entire
weekend, receiving counselling, prayer and words of encouragement. As we dropped her
off at her house for the last time at the end of our conference we prayed for her. We only
hope that she listens to the voice of truth and continues to choose life.
The Rising Above Team with
Councillor William Osborne

(Continued on page 2)

Daren George Update
Since his stroke on October 1, 2014, Daren has walked a very long, difficult journey of recovery with
many steps forward and backward. From his latest rehabilitation report his doctors have determined he
must remain in recovery mode until January 2017. This means he is not to return to work and will remain
on his Long Term Disability benefits until that time. Consequently, he has made the difficult decision to
release his position as Executive Director so that the Board of Directors can search for a replacement.
That search is now underway. Please pray that God would call a suitable replacement and also that God
would continue to give grace and strength to Daren to continue on his healing journey.

Cross Lake (Continued from page 1)
Similarly, on another occasion a middle aged woman desperate for help heard the radio show and immediately caught a taxi to the radio station where she met us and began verbalizing her despair. Although somewhat intoxicated, we felt we could not ignore her cry for help otherwise she might be the next suicide victim. After a time of counselling and venting her grief of compounded losses stretching over her lifetime, she
wanted to receive Christ into her life. As she prayed there arose an intense visible demonic struggle going
on with her. After a few moments of this she breathed a sigh of relief and her countenance changed completely to peace and joy. Another God appointment!
Yet another God appointment was with an older woman who came to the session on “Responding to Our
Pain” at the prompting of a younger woman who was attending regularly. After the session she admitted she
had been running from God for years, turning to alcohol to numb her pain. She made a decision to give her
life back to God.
Among the unexpected challenges were the children that showed up at each session, unsupervised. On the
first evening they ran around the auditorium, yelling and screaming while we tried to carry on with our music and speaking. It was intolerable! Finally, we decided to round
them up and take them elsewhere to tell them stories and sing songs
with them. Albeit unprepared for this, it became a regular addition to
our ministry at each session.
While the low turn out was an unexpected discouragement, we were
blessed by the consistent attendance of a group of about 8 young
teens. In our first sharing circle time they shared openly and honestly
about the impact of the recent suicides. On separate occasions two of
the other young teens opened up about the trauma in their life. How
these conversations will impact them or what path they will take going forward we don’t know. We believe they were Divine appointments in the moment and we pray they will bring life.

Ride for Refuge is a family friendly fundraising
event that Rising Above
participates in annually to
raise money for Rising
Above.

COME RIDE or
WALK on
October 1, 2016
Join a Rising Above team
in Winnipeg, Kitchener,
Thunder Bay, London, or
start your own team in
your location. Register at
www.rideforrefuge.org
Contact Terry Martin for
information.
204-371-5708.

The biggest discouragement was the low attendance- often only a
handful of adults along with the regular group of young people. Perhaps due to the lack of promotion but also as we learned from sympathetic community leaders, the community was still in a state of crisis and quite possibly not ready to deal with the underlying causes.
While we thought it was no coincidence that we were scheduled to be there at “such a time as this” it may have been God’s providence
that we didn’t get large numbers of people because we would not have been able to adequately handle the potential flood of responders
needing counselling. God only knows for sure. What we do know is that we were instrumental in deeply touching the lives of those
with “God appointments.”

Ishaawin Counselling Centre Bonita Ledua, General Director
Interceding on behalf of others is an important role that we can play as we journey with others through difficult times. Throughout the
Old Testament there are at least three key interceders: Moses stood in the gap for the nation; Job stood in the gap for his family; and
Nehemiah stood in the gap for those in exile. As staff at Ishaawin Counselling Centre we recognize that our role is not just sitting with
people but interceding for them in and outside of the weekly sessions. In Psalms 109:30-31 it says, “But I will give repeated thanks to
the Lord…for he stands beside the needy.” Our wounds become our ally, bringing God alongside
when we are struggling. We echo the words of the psalmist, praising God for his care and his work
of transforming lives as he stands bedside the needy.
Those that attended the Ishaawin breakfast were witness to the transforming work in lives of the
clients that shared their story though testimonies, art work, and music. “Enter the Story” was the
theme of the fundraiser. This theme provided a wonderful framework for people to learn more
about the ongoing work of Ishaawin through different expressions.
Because of our ongoing commitment to offer counselling to all who come regardless of financial
contributions, we rely heavily upon fundraisers and donations to help us cover our ongoing costs.
To meet our fixed budgeted expenses for the remainder of the year we need to raise an additional
$25,000 through fundraising, sponsorships and donations.
As partners in the ministry we invite you to stand in the gap for us and with
us. Through prayer and financial support we can all be God’s instruments of coming
alongside those that are struggling. Thank you again for your ongoing support.
Box 930, 100 Main St. Niverville, MB R0A 1E0
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A client’s expression of her pain
that she shared at the breakfast
through this art piece.
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