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November 30, 2017 

 

Dear Friends of Ishaawin, 

 

This time of the year with its shorter days and the daytime temperatures hovering around 

the freezing point, I begin to brace myself for what lies ahead- the winter season. I love summer, 

I enjoy the fall and I tolerate winter. The change of seasons we experience in Canada is part of 

life. We learn to live with it and even appreciate it. Perhaps it spares us from taking for granted 

what we enjoy and keeps us looking ahead. 

 

As the seasons change so does ministry: “There is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under the heavens” Ecclesiastes 3:1. With that thought in mind I want to tell you 

of a change in the ministry of Ishaawin.  

 

Regretfully, the ministry of Ishaawin Counselling Centre under the auspices of Rising 

Above, has come to a close. We will be ceasing operations on December 31, 2017. There are 

three interrelated contributing factors that have lead the Board of Directors to make this difficult 

decision. Firstly, our General Director, Bonita Ledua, came to the realization that she can no 

longer divide her time, effort and vision between two organizations and effectively lead both. 

Consequently she has resigned from Rising Above/Ishaawin effective December 31, 2017. While 

I understand her decision, it nonetheless leaves a huge vacancy that is very hard to fill. Secondly, 

in the last 6 months our counselling staff members have decided to pursue other counselling 

opportunities and directions. Thirdly, Ishaawin is in financial debt and the records of the last 3 

years has shown that the operation is not financially sustainable despite our efforts at clarifying 

our fee structure and policy with all clients and our many attempts to find additional sources of 

funding for our non-paying clients. Faced with the sum of all these factors it is time to let it go. 

 

In navigating a transition like this it is our utmost desire to end with credibility and 

integrity particularly as it relates to client care, staff, finances and our partners. As for our clients, 

we are pleased that North Wind Family Ministries, under the competent leadership of Bonita, 

have agreed to take on the care of clients on January 1, 2018 at the same location and phone 

number. As for staff, our Administrative Assistant, Lisa Edwards and Counsellor Julie McKenna, 

will transition to NorthWind, and Christina Long will be terminating December 1
st
 to devote 

herself to operating her own private practice. To end well financially, I wish to present to you, 

our supporters and friends, some options going forward. 

 

As services under Ishaawin will continue until December 21, I project that we will need 

an additional $5,000 to erase the debt after the sale of the assets. As a supporter and friend of 

Ishaawin, would you consider making a final contribution before year end to help erase the 

debt? Do so using the enclosed form. Should there be any excess in the Ishaawin Fund after the 

closure of Ishaawin it will be used by Rising Above to support other program initiatives that 

bring healing to First Nations.
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If you are a monthly donor, your automatic donation to Ishaawin will end with your 

December donation. I would ask you to consider 3 options:  

1) Update your mail preferences to continue to stay in touch with what Rising Above is 

doing. Do so by indicating on the enclosed response form or email info@risingabove.ca .  

2) Change your donation designation to Rising Above to support their ministry of 

bringing healing to First Nations. If this is your preference, please inform us using the enclosed 

response form.  

3) Continue supporting the counselling of First Nations in Thunder Bay by resuming your 

donation with North Wind Family Ministries. Contact them on-line www.northwindfm.org or 

phone 807-621-7591 or email info@northwindfm.org.    

 

Along with the Board of Directors, I want to express our utmost gratitude to our partners: 

to you our friends and supporters for your support over the last 7 years; to NorthWind in the last 

3 years for working together in many efforts and making it possible for Bonita to work for us; to 

Bonita as General Director for her dedication and competence in leadership and counselling; to 

the staff for their sacrificial work; to our Local Advisory Committee for their guidance; and to 

Redwood Park Church and more recently, New Hope Fellowship Church for renting us space in 

such a suitable location.  

 

In consideration of all of the above, you are cordially invited by Rising Above and 

NorthWind Family Ministries to attend a breakfast on February 10, where both organizations 

will share with you their ongoing vision and ministries including an update on the counselling 

services. Save the date if you will and we will send you more details early in the New Year. 

 

In closing, this has not been an easy decision but knowing that the service will continue 

under NorthWind, an organization fully invested in the community of Thunder Bay, makes 

letting go much easier. It is mutually agreed that we wish to continue working together in 

whatever capacity the Lord leads.  

 

All for His kingdom, 

 
Terry Martin 

Director of Operations 

Rising Above 

 

 

mailto:info@risingabove.ca
http://www.northwindfm.org/
mailto:info@northwindfm.org

