
 

    

Daren George, Executive Director of Rising Above summed up the 20th Annual Conference in Vancouver by saying, “WOW…” 
God’s healing power was very evident in many lives, setting them free from deep wounds and bondages of the past.  

It was a huge faith builder for the local planning team from New Beginnings Church in downtown Vancouver, believing God for $50,000 
and 200 registrants to meet the budget. With much prayer, promotion, fundraising and trusting God, 130 people registered and all the fi-
nances came in. God is faithful! 

“It was never about numbers for the local planning team,” expressed Byron Grant, 
Conference Coordinator.  “We desired as many people as possible to come and ex-
perience the healing and hope that Rising Above has offered First Nations people for 
20 years. Much prayer went into each advertisement that went out, each flyer that 
was sent, and each poster that was put up.”     

The 20th Annual conference was hosted by North America Indigenous Ministries and 
New Beginnings Church in downtown Vancouver, both of which Byron and his wife 
Diane are part of. Most of the planning team attend the church as well. After attend-
ing the previous year’s annual conference in Tacoma, Washington, it became their 
vision to bring Rising Above to minister to the people they are reaching out to in 
Vancouver.  

During the conference the team of Rising Above speakers, most of whom are First 
Nations, addressed the issues of sexual abuse and residential school experience head 
on, acknowledging the reality of the pain and wrongdoing and describing the impact. 

They shared their own personal healing journeys, offering hope and healing through Jesus Christ. Many of the sessions ended with a call to 
action- to repent of wrong responses to personal pain; to forgive those who have caused hurt; to come into a right relationship with God by 
turning to Jesus for healing; and to accept the blessing of God as His children created in His image with purpose and dignity. The front of 
the auditorium was filled with people responding to these calls. 
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In January this year we conducted a regional conference in the Cree 
Nation of Nemaska, Quebec. Many found healing from their past 
heart wounds for the first time. Some received Christ as their person-
al saviour while others recommitted their lives to following God. 
Community leaders were so positive about the conference that they 
want Rising Above to come back. 
 
For the first time in Rising Above’s 20 year history, a regional con-
ference was held on a US reservation in Lummi, Washington in 

April, sponsored for the most part by 
the Tribal Council. The community 
gave the Rising Above team a magnif-
icent cultural welcome. The event 
exposed lots of hurt and pain in the 
community. One woman who had 
long since moved away after being 
sexually assaulted years ago in the 
community came to the conference 
and was extended an apology from her 
abusers. Organizers of the conference 
believe this conference will spawn 
many more on US reservations as the 
need for this ministry is huge.  

Chief Reggie Neeposh of 
Ouje-Bougoumou Cree 
Nation in Quebec initiat-
ed a conference held in 
November and mandated 
his staff to organize it. The 
impact of the conference 
on many of the partici-
pants was very evident. 
Several of the sessions 
ended with an invitation to 
the participants to make a 
decision based on what they heard. Five to 10 people came forward 
each time to make these important decisions. Another evidence of 
the impact was seen in the sharing times, both in the sharing circles 
and the open sharing on residential school experience. Some broke 
the silence of their painful experiences. Others gained strength and 
healing from retelling their story and feeling the support of the 
group. Yet another evidence of the impact was seen in the counsel-
ling services. Both of the Rising Above women counsellors and Dr. 
Johnson were kept busy with appointments during the scheduled 
counselling times. Rising Above is sincerely grateful to the Chief 
and Council for their initiative and support of this conference.  
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Residential School surviviors receive 
healing prayer in Ouje-Bougoumou 

Joanna Shaule speaking at her  
20th National Conference 

Regional Conferences 

Vancouver hosts the 20th Annual National Conference.  A WOW event! 
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Vancouver . . . A WOW Event!  continued from page 1 

   ISHAAWIN Counselling Centre Relocates 

After nearly 2 years 
of praying and plan-
ning, on October 18, 
the ministry of 
Ishaawin moved to 
532 North Edward 
Street.  

First, what led up to 
this and why the 
move? Over a year 
ago, one of the 
counsellors, Christi-
na Long, was ap-

proached by several people from Redwood Park Church about the 
possibility of re-locating Ishaawin to their Opportunities Centre (the 
“Op Centre”), which currently provides a food bank and a second 
hand clothing store to the Northwood area. The food bank has a very 
high traffic flow that numbers several hundred people every month 
and whose population consists of approximately 90% Aboriginal 
people. Since the beginning of the Op Centre in 2005, there was 
always a vision to have a counselling centre located in the building. 
The Ishaawin staff was quite attracted to the idea, seeing a real need 
for counselling services in this area and a real opportunity for growth 
for the ministry.  

During the same period of time there was a substantial decrease in 

the number of clients coming through the doors at the current loca-
tion. The staff began to seek God’s will and direction for Ishaawin 
and even asked if perhaps it was time to close the doors. God an-
swered by providing this relocation opportunity, plus He sent some 
substantial donations, indicating that He still has a purpose for 
Ishaawin in Thunder Bay. 

It was also very apparent that the current location had become less 
desirable as the neighborhood has become increasingly unsafe for 
staff and clients, thus making some programming prohibitive. The 
Op Centre will provide a much safer environment with ample safe, 
free parking. 

Additionally, relocating to the Op Centre has other advantages: syn-
ergy from partnering with a larger ministry that has a vision to grow 
and cater to the Aboriginal population; increased visibility and expo-

sure; increased volunteer base; and better accessibility. 

We are thankful for the support over the years and extend an invita-
tion to join us at our Grand Opening in the spring to celebrate this 
new venture with us. 

Current Needs for Ishaawin 

♦ Director at Ishaawin Counselling Centre 

♦ First Nations Receptionist and Counsellors 

♦ Financial support for Staff - Liz Beardy, Gini Thompson 

Ishaawin has moved and anticipates  
new opportunities. 

God healed many lives!  A First Nations man who has been struggling for many years with hurts from a very abused past came to the con-
ference because of scholarship money that was raised. He listened at all the sessions and God began to renew his heart. He was touched in 
the session on forgiveness, and made a list of people he needed to forgive. After talking with a counsellor he took steps to forgive those 
people. He went out of the conference with head held high and a burden lifted from his back.    

A lady who walked away from God over 15 years ago because of abuse she saw in a church and said she would never go back, rededicated 
her life to God, repented of her bitterness and was filled with joy. She is so excited about being in church now and regularly attends Bible 
studies. Praising the Lord for His love and care she said, “It took something big like Rising Above to break through to this hard heart-
ed lady!!” Since the conference she has experienced attacks from the enemy which in the past would have turned her away. It has been a 
struggle, but she is experiencing victory by trusting the Lord and staying close to Him.    

Following the session on sexual purity by Steve Masterson, about 25 people gathered in a room for a time of personal restoration led by 
Steve. A man there confessed his sexual brokenness and gave his heart to Jesus. Now for the first time he wants to put his marriage back 
together. He left with a new sense of hope. 

The healing work of God’s Spirit was facilitated by the music of the Rising Above Band. Music is such a powerful medium to express 
God’s heart of love and comfort for his hurting children. God used the music of the band to prepare hearts and create an atmosphere where 
the Spirit could heal the deep wounds of the soul.  

Follow up after the conference is being done for the most part through New Beginnings Church, coordinated by Andrea Nisyok. She and her 
husband Glen have begun a new believers Bible study with several who came to faith in Jesus at the conference. The church also tries to 
stay connected with local people who attended. Some after care is also being done by a few local counsellors who counselled at the confer-
ence.  

Thanks to the planning team for all their hard work and dedication to see their vision come to fruition. (Byron & Diane Grant, Glen & An-
drea Nisyok, Stephen Lytton, Stephanie Bullshields, Fawnda Bullshields, Carla Nisyok, Leslie Nisyok, Noriko Suzuki and Barbara Web-
ster), Thanks also to the intercessory prayer team, the counselling team, the prayer partners and the Rising Above team. It was very evident 
at this conference that there was a spiritual hunger and longing to be healed. This was the result of the tremendous amount of prayer before 
and during the conference. 

In sum, the 20th annual conference was definitely a “WOW” event. There are many more healing stories reported that are not included in 
this article due to confidentiality and lack of space. No doubt stories will continue to be heard and ripples of the impact of the conference 
will go on forever.  
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The title track, Redeemed 

Redman’s Cry, was in-
spired by a longing to re-
claim my Cree heritage. I 
would attribute the stirring 
of this passion to the re-
newing work of the Holy 
Spirit in my life. As a part 
of my healing journey in 
Christ I realized that the 

accepting my Cree identity and the expressing of 
myself from within that framework was a necessary 
part of this new pilgrimage. This song has Aborigi-
nal musical flavor that may have its roots in the 
plains peoples of Turtle Island. The distinct ‘chorus’ 
cries from the beginning to the end of the song move 

from the mourning of losses, into a warrior’s battle 
cry (warring against the lies that say we are second 
class, voices that say our culture is lost and that we 
need to assimilate into a multi-nation identity,  
shaming or being ashamed of our Aboriginal identity 
and dignity) and they crescendo with a victory cry of 
thanksgiving to Jesus Christ for loving me as I am, 
affirming my uniqueness, redeeming me and calling 
me to worship him from my Cree heart. I pray this 
song would encourage my people to rise up to see 
and take their place in humanity.  

-HOWARD JOLLY- 
 

Cost $23.25 (includes shipping) 
Order on-line www.risingabove.ca  

Or call 1-888-777-1380 

A Word from the Executive Director… 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8  

As we in Rising Above move forward in the ministry placed before us, we truly rely on His Spirit to go be-
fore us and guide us in the places we are sent. After each conference, follow up needs to be a part of our 
ministry. I was blessed to go before both the Lummi, WA Regional and Vancouver National Conferences to 
promote, leaning on the Lord the whole time to see His Spirit already working in people’s lives, tilling the 
soil in the hearts of the hurting. It was a privilege that the Lord used me to lead a young lady to trust Jesus 
as her personal Savior.  After the National Conference she asked if I would baptise her at a New Begin-
nings’ service.    

In August I was invited back to Lummi, WA and Vancouver for some follow up.  In Vancouver I was asked 
by New Beginnings Church, which hosted the conference, to speak at the church’s reunion potluck dinner for conference participants. Many 
came out to share how God continues to be a part of their lives. Even some participants’ parents and siblings who didn’t go to conference, 
came to see what Rising Above is about because they saw a real change in their loved ones and wanted what they had. At the New Begin-
nings annual BBQ outreach I again was blessed to share a message as well as baptise another conference participant. The young lady I led 
to the Lord before the conference had gone home, and when her mother saw such a change in her, she decided to come to the conference. 
There she gave her life to the Lord, went home and shared with her common-law who gave his life over to the Lord. Soon after, they were 
married at New Beginnings and both got baptised at the BBQ. Wow! Only our Lord can do this. 

In October, partnering with Errol Martens of YWAM, we had our second 5 day Pain of the Heart workshop in in the Fort St. John area in 
follow up of the regional conference there in 2009. This one was held at Diog River First Nation community. We had 28 participants and 
many rose above their past issues to start living in all that God is calling then to be. To help with counselling and teaching, we used some 
graduates from the Biblical Counselling Program, another follow up program conducted by Northern Youth Programs. The graduates 
gained valuable experience in counselling and teaching while being mentored.  

As a result of this workshop a neighboring First Nations community wants to host the next Pain of the Heart workshop. Again we want to 
continue to utilize the graduates. They are so enthused that they want to become trained and mentored so they can start leading the work-
shop and eventually do it on their own. This shows our “Hurting to Helping” initiative coming to fruition. This initiative seeks to mobilize 
First Nations people with ministry training into active ministry with the purpose of multiplying and sustaining ministry. Amen! God is 
good!  

This is part of what His Spirit is doing through Rising Above to be His witness in our Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. Pray with us as we continue to do His will.  

On a personal level, I need your prayers as I feel I am burning out. I feel I need to cut back in my ministry to 
make my marriage a priority, which has been strained by my involvements. I love what I do but my wife needs 
to come first. I made a commitment to God and my wife that I need to honor. Please pray for us. 

Blessings, 

 

Daren George 
Executive Director 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Youth Ministry Coordi-
nator- explore youth issues 
and build a team to address 
these issues. 

Provincial Reps- connect 
us with significant people 
and explore individuals 
who can serve Rising 
Above on all levels; look 

for ways to fundraise, be-
come involved in regional 
events. 

Director of Development- 
fundraising, donor rela-
tions, donor development, 
grant writing. 

Ministry Staff- presenters, 

counselors, youth ministry 

workers,  

Member Care Director– 

implement and further de-

velop the program and pro-

vide pastoral support for 

Rising Above board and 

staff  

Redeemed Redman - RAB CD Release 
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Email: info@risingabove.ca 
Web: www.risingabove.ca 
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Mervin Cheechoo, Pres., Cree 

Selma Poulin, Chair, Oji-Cree 
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VISION STATEMENT 

To see aboriginal people em-
powered by the Spirit to experi-
ence life, identity and purpose 
in Christ as God the Father in-

tended. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Rising Above exists to bring 
healing to our land by educat-
ing, equipping and empower-
ing aboriginal people to address 

their pain and rise above it. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information: 

 www.risingabove.ca  

Ph. 1-888-777-1380 

risingaboveaca.blogspot.ca 

Soaring Eagle  

Tepachimowin 

 

       

  

    
Well before the sun came up on September 21, twenty-five fishing boats 
had launched for the first Annual St. John River Big Bass Challenge. 
Martin Bear, Board Member for Rising Above and a passionate fisher-
man, came up with the idea and took it upon himself to organize the 
fundraiser for Rising Above. The Rising Above Board held their meet-
ings in Fredericton that weekend and helped run the event. The day was 
a huge success for a first time tournament and raised approximately 
$5300. Nice work Martin! 

 

Rising Above hosted the Winnipeg chapter of the national Ride For Refuge on 
October 5. The annual bicycle event was established to help charities raise mon-
ey for their own programs dealing with displaced, vulnerable and exploited peo-
ple. By becoming a Ride Partner, charities like Rising Above can recruit riders 
who find sponsors and Rising Above receives a grant from the money they raise. 
Terry Martin directed the Winnipeg Ride for the second year but has been riding 
in the event for Rising Above for 7 years. This year Rising Above entered a 
team in Winnipeg and Waterloo, raising about $6000. Next year we hope to see 
more teams entered in the 25 ride locations across Canada. Come join us next 
year, October 4 in a location near you. Visit our website www.risingabove.ca  
for news and information. 
 

Coffee for a Purpose- Good for Rising Above.  Have you ever thought drinking cof-
fee could have a purpose other than getting you going in the morning or stimulating 
your senses? Rising Above is selling coffee as a fundraiser for the ministry. Coffee 
Online is a not-for- profit organization that distributes fine specialty coffee to help mis-
sionaries and missionary organizations. Their "Fairway Certified" coffee guarantees 
that a portion of the profits from the sale of the coffee goes to third-world impoverished 
children and a portion (up to 45%) goes to Rising Above. Would you consider buying 
your coffee from Rising Above instead of the supermarket? Would you consider be-
coming a distributer to sell and fill orders from your area? For more information or to 
place an order, visit our website or Facebook page. 

The Lie That Binds—In a father's arms a child should find safety. But what happens 
when that place of safety becomes a prison of secret abuse? Physical, mental and sex-
ual abuse takes is toll on a child's heart by smothering any hope of a safe tomorrow. 
These kinds of adolescent assaults can imprison the heart of a child held captive by 
the guilt of shame of a dark past, leaving only a sense of doom and the constant fear of 
the future. 

At the hand of their father, each and every member of the Sault family was brutally 
violated in different and terrifying ways. For people who have spent their lifetimes 
doing everything they can to keep secret their own terrible tales of abuse, the prospect 
of moving on seems impossible. After all, hidden secrets are often lies. The good 

news is that once lies are exposed, they lose their power to control. 

This story of triumph from defeat finally brings to the masses the most essential ingredient for heal-
ing: Hope! The truth is, you're not alone. If you're one of the millions of people who had their innocence 
stolen from them, it's never too late to find forgiveness and strength to get better. 

 

Cost $19.00 (includes shipping)                     Order on-line www.risingabove.ca or call 1-888-777-1380 
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