Now unto Himwho is able to do im-
measurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to His power that
is at work within us to Him be the
glory ... Ephesians 3:20

In June of this year about 200 peo-
ple, mostly First Nations, gathered for
the 13" Annual Rising Above Issues
of Abuse Conference at the Civic
Centre in downtown Prince George,
British Columbia. Asaresult of the
many prayers offered across Canada
for this event, God’ s mighty power
working through the Rising Above
team of presenters and musicians was evidenced in
ways that were beyond expectations.

Seeing several people make a decision to follow
Jesus on thefirst evening was evidence that God

was up to something more than expected. After the
sessions on Heart Issues, the Impact of Sexual
Abuse and the Residential School Experience,
God’sdesign for Sexuality and Sex, Self-hatred,
Repentance, Forgiveness, and the Father Heart of
God, thefront of the room wasfilled with

those responding to the invitation to come

forward to do business with God. Asthe
conference progressed, story after story of

“God appointments” began to emerge.

One young man was invited to come
to the conference to fill avacancy left by
someone canceling on the morning his

group was leaving. God began to speak to him
throughout the conference. Then on the last eve-
ning of the conference, he responded to God's call
on hislife. Hewrites, “June 11, 2005, Saturday
evening | gave my heart to the Lord and began
my walk of recovery and will continue to fol-
low the Lord. | thank the Rising Above staff,
for without them | wouldn’t see and experience
the power of the Lord.” Another older gentle-
man said that he had come to the conference
weighed down with anger and bitternessin his
heart since his daysin residential school. Inthe
workshop on Resolving Anger he obeyed
God’scdl toforgive. He openly testified how
he felt like afree man with aweight lifted off
of him. Similarly, amiddle-aged woman came
to the session on Forgiveness thinking that she
had already dealt with this. But, unexpected to
her, God had an appointment with her to deal
with some unresolved issuesin her heart. She left
that session a different person. At the conclusion
of that same session, a middle-aged man re-
sponded with much weeping to the invitation to
forgive. That evening he made a choice to for-
give his father for murdering his mother.

These are only afew of the stories of God's
power at work during the conference. It wasthe
increased prayer covering that bound the powers
of darkness and unleashed God'’ s healing power to
make this conference one of the best in terms of
spiritual impact. To God betheglory for the
great things He has done... beyond expectations.



“ For thisreason | kneel before the Father, from whom his whole
family in heaven and earth derivesits name. | pray that out of his
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. | pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge- that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.” Ephesians 3: 14-21

| remember reading these verses about 15 years ago. It wasalife-
changing, life-growing experience. The phrase that really caught
my attention was verse 19, which says, "that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God." Oh, | wanted this so badly! Every-
thing within me wanted the fullness of God. | remember thinking
and fedling that if | could experience this, it would be all that |
needed in my life, that | would experience life the way God meant
it to be. | guessthereason | felt like this was because | knew | was
lacking, struggling and defeated in many areas of my life. These
verses were Apostle Paul®prayer for the Ephesian Church. That
day God started to reveal to me some keys to experiencing this
reality. Here®what | gleaned that day and | hope it will encourage
you in your life®journey to experience life to the full:

1. v. 14 - you need people praying for you.
2.v.14-16 - God the Father isthe one who can make it happen.

3.v. 16 - our inner being or heart has to change, not our external
circumstances; the power to change comes through His Spirit
living inside us.

4. v. 17 - "dwell" meansto feel completely at
home: that we would allow Christ access to
every experience, past and present, and bring
light and life to the dark secrets and pain of our hearts and allow
Him to walk with us as we deal with them.

5.v. 17-18 - aswe alow Jesus into every area of our hearts we will
begin to understand the fullness of Hislovein al dimensions:
how wide, long, high and deep His loveredly is.

6. v. 19 - we aso begin to experience ("know") Hislove that is so
incredible that it cannot be explained.

7.v. 19-20 - you begin to experience God the Father in a more per-
sonal and deep way, above and beyond what we ask or think.
The good news is that we can experience the fullness of God in
our lacking, struggling, defeated and messed up lives. | encour-
ageyouto go for it !!

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are with us
and desire for us to experience them for then we will experiencelife
inal itsfullness. That is my prayer for you.

God bless you on your life®journey!

Mervin Cheechoo is Cree from Moose Factory, Ontario. After pas-
toring there for thirteen years he and his wife Carol Ann and three
children moved to Sudbury, Ontario. Currently, heis assistant pas-
tor of Sudbury First Nations Church and has a passion for develop-
ing First Nations pastors and leaders.
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Asfar back as | can remember there was a cohol and
violence in my household. The physical, emotional and sexual
abuse began at an early age and got worse when my father was
sent to jail. | then became a mother and father to my brothers and
sisters and my mother’s slave. Everything | did was not up to her
standards and | would have to do it over again. | started wishing
to harm my mother yet at the same time | thought | was crazy for
thinking this. | became very bitter at God and the world for allow-
ing all of thisto happen to me. Everyone
thought | was a happy-go-lucky guy but actu-
aly | was crying out for help. Asmy cries
went unheard, | became even more bitter and / "
the self-hatred snowballed. | was so bitter that
if someone said something wrong to me, |
wouldn't just get angry, | would immediately go into arage. My
rage along with an acohol problem got mein alot of trouble.

Later in my life | sobered up after getting things right
with my mother. My sobriety lasted for seven years but | was still
bitter. It wasn’t long after that | turned to drugs to bury my hurts.

Five months ago | attempted suicide. While unconscious
| heard my two angels Norm and Frieda Huson, praying for my

wife and me. When | regained consciousness | realized | had
made a bad choice. Hearing their prayer helped me understand
that Jesus had a plan for me but | didn’t know what it was. Two
weeks later, | attended the Rising Above Band concert in my
reserve. After hearing what Howard had to say and sing | knew
then and there that everything that went wrong in my life hap-
pened when | turned my back on Jesus.

A couple of months after this at the Rising Above con-
ference in Prince George | heard testimo-
nies of how people gave their livesto the
Lord after their suicide attempts. It gave

# $ % methe message that there was a purpose

to my life. Thenin one of the sessions as

I listened to the songs, with trembling and tears of joy, | gave my
lifetomy Lord. Things arelooking up for me now. | now know
Jesus never gives us anything that we can’'t handle. Many thanks
for helping me restore my sanity and most of all THANK YOU
JESUS for coming back into my life. May Jesus continue to
guide and give all of you strength.

Trevor Pierre,
Moricetown, BC
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Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him.
“ Before the rooster crows today you will disown me three times.”
And he went outside and wept bitterly. Luke 22:61,62 (NIV)

Joey cried. Camp just wasn’t what he expected. So many
rules. Hejust wanted to do his own thing. As he stood there alone
watching the camp bus leave with out him he cried. Everyone else
was heading for the favourite swimming spot. He was heading
home. He realized at that moment that he really did want to stay
and that he was wrong.

Earlier that day Joey told the camp director that his mind was
made up... he wanted to go home. During histime at camp, Joey
had often tried to manipulate others to get his own way. The |ead-
ership of the camp would not allow young Joey to manipulate oth-
ersany longer. It seemed that Joey didn’t believe the director
when he was told that he could go home.

| happened to see him as he stood there in tears waiting for his
ride home. | decided to listen to his heart one more time and sure
enough he begged for another chance. Yet, al the arrangements
had been made. The director was gone now and only he could
make any changes. Even more urgent was the fact that hisride
home was soon to leave. As the story unfolded, however, plans
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Youth Ministry. Rising Above will hold itsfirst Issues
of Abuse Conference for youth this September 23-25, at
Beaverlake Camp in Dryden, ON. We thank God for this
opportunity to minister to First Nations youth who are
experiencing much turmoil in their lives.

Staff positions. We are looking to fill two new positions:
Office Assistant to assist with all clerical dutiesrelated to
the operation of the office and coordination of events.
Thisis a part-time position paying up to $10/hr. Program
Technical Assistant to assist with all duties pertaining to
technical aspects of programs. Thisis afull-time ministry
position. If interested in either of these positions, inquire at
the office by phone or email. See the website for complete
job postings.

After many years of faithful service, Gary Quequish has re-
signed as Vice-

President and Board

Member with Rising

Above. Heisstill

very committed to

the ministry of Ris-

ing Above and will

continue to serve as a

conference speaker.

Thank you Gary for

all you have given to Rising Above. We are also grateful to
Selma Poulin for taking his place as Vice President.
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amost miraculously turned in Joey’ favour. He wasfinally given
an undeserved second chance.

| believe it was aturning point in this young manslife. He
learned that there are consequences for his choices and actions
but he a'so learned something about grace. He was so thankful
that he was able to finish camp with al the crafts and activities.

When | look at scripture | seethat it isfull of stories of people
who were given second chances. | think of Jonah, Rahab, Sam-
son, David, the Samaritan woman, Peter, and even St. Paul. Ac-
tually we all have been given a second chance one way or an-
other.

Aswe journey through this life we do fail. We may even feel
at times that we can no longer go on as followers of Jesus. Just
like St. Peter. But no! God's grace is aways there when we ask
Him for mercy. And yes, every day is anew beginning! No mat-
ter what your circumstance is, the God of second chances, the
God of amazing grace is always there.

Father God, thank you that no matter what we have done
or where we have been you will always be there for uswhen
we call out to you. Thank you for second
chances and your amazing grace.

Written by Rick Martin. He and hiswife Linda and
their two girls Lynette and Rochelle live in Sioux Look-
out, ON. They work for My People International in a
counseling and teaching ministry to First Nations People.

To order a copy, complete the order formon

the next page.
- The Rising Above Band

S8 S The music of Howard Jolly, Rick, Terry and
@ Brenda Martin has given comfort, hope and
{ 7§ healing for listeners across the country.

Becoming a teen survivor of childhood sexual abuse
By Howard Jolly

A book filled with the message of hope for
becoming a survivor of sexual abuse.

By Selma Poulin

Drawing from her years of experience, Selma
has written a practical, instructive guide based
on Christian principles for paraprofessional
counselors to use when working with sexual
abuse survivors.
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Rising Aboveis...

Initiated and governed by First Nations people;

National and regional conferences dealing with abuse issuesin the Aborigina commu-
nity. Conferences are located in cities and communities across Canada and the United
States;

Committed to training First Nations people to be effective care-givers.

A Brief History...

As aresult of repeatedly hearing peoplé€’ s stories of abuse and recognizing the deep
negative impact abuse has had on their culture, a group of First Nations men and women
were convinced they had to do something. A board of directors was formed in 1992 and
that fall they organized a conference to help restore hope to those who had been abused.
Asaresult, Rising Above was born. The board of directors chose the name Rising
Above because they believed that with God’ s help First Nations Peoples could rise
above the hurt and pain caused by abuse and enjoy the abundant life God has planned
for his people.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our purpose isto raise awareness of the harmful effects of abuse issues among Aboriginal
people by providing biblical teaching, counseling and resource tools to equip First Nations
people to bring God' s healing to our land.

Upcoming Events
August 12-13, 2005 Regional Conference, Waskaganish, QC
September 23-25, 2005 Beaverlake Youth Retreat, Dryden, ON
February 2006, Regional Conference, Smither M oricetown, BC
June 7-11, 2006 Annual National Conference, Sudbury, ON
For information, phone 204-388-5408 or visit www.risingabove.ca .

RESOURCES ORDER FORM

- Please send me copies of HOW TO COUNSEL
A SEXUALLY ABUSED PERSON @$500€ea.=%

r Please send me copies of HOPE FOR THE HURTING @%$400€ea.=9%

r Please send me copies EVERLASTING LOVE CD @ $20.00ea. =%
** SHIPPING AND HANDLING** Please add $2.00 for thefirst item
and $1.00 for each additional item. $

| have enclosed a cheque payable to Rising Above,

Send to: Rising Above, Box 930, Niverville, MB ROA 1EQ TOTAL of $

(prices include taxes)

Name:
Address:

Phone: ( ) Email:

Publisher: Rising Above
Abuse Counselling Agency

Managing Editor: Terry Martin
Printing: Countryside Design

Soaring Eagle Tepachimowin is
Rising Above' s semi-annual
newsl etter.




