By: Don Shugak, President, Anchorage Native New  cities and homes. Rising Above's

Life Fellowship presentations and practical approach

On an unusualy warm week for to our problems here in Alaska went
February in Anchorage, Alaska, the an- far in advancing our goals.
nual Anchorage Native New Life Leader- Their personal stories pro-
ship Gathering convened at the Anchor- vided for us the backdrop for the prac-
age Hilton Hotel. Partnering with tical solutions
the Family Wellness Warriors . : they proposed.
Initiative, ANNL Fellowship had 11 Native peopleof Canada /7.0 ol

i : : shared powerful personal

the privilege of hosting a First : presentations to
Natior_ls_mi nistry tear_n _from Can- storiesthat went to the heart pe very profes-
ada, Rising Above Ministries. of our root issues, sional yet per-

Thetheme for thisyear's  tremendously impacting the Son?_l(.jWe ﬂr €
conference was “ Beauty for lives of many in attendance” O dent that
Ashes. Grace and Healing for the many came away
scars of Abuse.” Our purpose _ from this confer-
was and is to address the rampant rise of ence with much more than anticipated.
abuse, neglect and domestic violence in Rising Above Ministries provided
Alaska by teaching awareness of the valuable, meaningful and prectical
symptoms and dealing with those root training for our Native Christian Lead-
issues which exist in our communities, ers.

Today, the

Lord is creating for
Himself anew
Alaska Native, one
who will be ableto
livea‘normal’ life
with values that
reflect the respect
we grew up with, a
peculiar nation
chosen by Him and
for HIm! A native
who isfreeto en-
joy al people, and
to reciprocate His
love asfirst in-
tended. Onewho
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- 2005 Annual National Conference

- Receipting for U.S. donors
- Rising Above Band CD release

- New Resource




A songwriter once penned these
words, “Jesus, there' s just something about
that name.” These words give usthe im-
pression that we don’t fully comprehend
Him. They aso give us the impression that
there’'s much more to Him
than we will ever know. #%

The exciting thing is that &
the Bible gives us abig

enough glimpse of Him

that we can know Him and
experience Him.

Isaiah 9:6 says “For achild is
born to us, ason is given to us...these will
be Hisroyal titles: Wonderful Counsel-
lor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.”

The name of a person reveals who
the personis. The name | want to focus on
to encourage us is one of the names given
to Jesus. Wonderful Counsellor. We all
struggle and hurt in some way, someto a
deeper degree than others. Asaresult we
often feel pain, confused, depressed, lonely,
uncared for, not understood, without hope,

will find dignity in the life He has
chosen for us. One who will not be
satisfied for ourselves only but will
look to extend the Kingdom of God
in all our communities.

Anchorage Native New Life
Fellowship received funding for our
2004 conference from the faith-based
portion of the Family Wellness War-
riors Initiative through a partnership
with Living Waters Education and
Research Center, Owner/CEO, Dr.
Larry Severson and Southcentra
Foundation, President/CEO, Kathe-
rine Gottlieb. We thank these organi-
zations for joining us in our attempt,
at this Gathering, to provide personal,
spiritually enhanced training to
Chrigtian leaders throughout Alaska.
Thank-youl!

with no place to turn. | want to en-
courage you to turn to JESUS, for heis
aWonderful Counsellor. Let me
point you to two verses in Hebrews
that show what kind of a Counsellor

Heis. Hebrews
% . 4:15tellsusHe
( can “sympathize
- with our weak-
Y nesses’ andin

2:18it says“Heis
ableto help.” What arelief to know

that JESUS feelsfor usand isaso ableto
help us. The daughter of Billy Graham wrote
abook called, “Just give me Jesus.” May
that be our hearts cry and prayer and as a
result may we feel His compassion and help
as we reach out to Him.

Mervin Cheechoo is Cree from Moose Factory
Ontario. After pastoring there for thirteen years
he and his wife Carol Ann and three children
moved to Sudbury, Ontario. Currently, he is co-
pastor of Sudbury First Nations church and has
a passion for developing First Nations pastors
and leaders.
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over two years and numerous re-

| Jolly.

~ Listen to some of the tracks on-line at

J To order a copy, complete the order

After singing together for

quests for their music, the

has released their
first CD. The title track, EVERLAST-
ING LOVE was written by Howard

www.risingabove.ca .

form on the next page or order on-
line.

() :

Presentations and wor kshop topics
include:

Sexual Abuse
Counselling the Abused
God’s Design for Sexuality and Sex
Residential School Experience
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
Anxiety, Depression, Suicide, Grief,
Self-Hatred, Anger, Forgiveness

Parenting

% &

ph 204-388-5408 or www.risingabove.ca
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CONFERENCE FEES
Registration before May 9, 2005

First time participants- $150 per individ-
ual, $225 per married couple.

Previous Attendees- $100 per individual,
$150 per married couple.

Registration after May 9, 2005

First time participants- $200 per individ-
ual, $300 per married couple.

Previous Attendees- $150 per individual,
$200 per married couple.

High School Students (16 yrs. & up) $50

8$ 1
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Very early one morning, afew days ago, two
bald eagles came swooping down in front of usjust out-
side of our home. We were awe struck by the sudden
visitation of such beauty and majesty. The eagles contin-
ued to frolic back and forth in a seemingly playful mood.
Aswe were watching, one eagle landed on a nearby
branch. It sat there for afew seconds, tilting its head to
face the early morning sun. We could almost see its eyes
moving. Then off it flew to rejoin its companion.

As| watched | was reminded of ateaching that |
had once heard and have strived to live by. It isateach-
ing that needs to be heeded if we are to stay on coursein
the midst of life's storms. It issaid that an eagle knows
when astorm is coming and purposely flies high to wait
for the winds to come. When the storm hits and the winds
arein full rage, the eagle positionsitself to face the force-
ful winds so that the winds pick it up and lift it above the
storm. The eagle then rides the winds of the storm, being
lifted high above the raging storm below. It doesn’t fly
away or hide from the storm. Rather, it meets the storm
head-on. Neither doesit get harmed by it. Instead the
eagle uses the storm winds to carry it and lift it higher.

Similarly, when the storms of life rage, such as
death, sickness, loneliness and family break-ups, instead
of them doing usin, wetoo can use them to carry us and
lift us higher. We use the storms of life to carry us and
lift us higher when we purposely turn our hearts toward

God. Knowing that God iswith us in the storms will
sustain us above the storms. It does not mean we do not
feel the pain. Rather, it means that the storm will not do
us in because the Almighty God iswith us. That is our
hope.

Isaiah the prophet, from centuries ago aready
knew this. In lIsaiah 40:31 he said, “ Those who hopein
the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles.” His people, were facing hardships
of foreign oppression, poverty, racism and rel ocation.
Israel, a nation that was once known for its glory had
been disobedient to their God and was now in disarray.
It was into this situation that 1saiah spoke these words to
encourage the people of Israel.

This same message is true for ustoday. What-
ever storms of life you may be facing today, you can
turn to God. Wait on the Lord and rest in Him. He will
renew your strength and in His time will lift you up.
With God' s help, you too can learn to ride out the
storms of life.

Written by Linda Martin, Board Member. Linda is Oji-Cree from
Muskrat Dam ON. Her and her husband Rick and their two girls live in
Sioux Lookout, ON. They work for My People International in a coun-
seling and teaching ministry to First Nations People.
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Tax receiptsfor U.S. donors. If you wish to make a dona-
tion to Rising Above in U.S. funds, a partnership with D.M.
Stearns Missionary Fund has made it possible for Rising
Above to receive the proceeds of your donation and for you
to receive atax receipt. Send your donation to, and payable
to: The D.M. Stearns Missionary Fund, P.O. Box 1578,
North Wales, PA., 19454. To comply with the IRS, your
donation should be accompanied by a separate

note: "l recommend that the proceeds be granted by the
Fund to #346 - Rising Above Abuse Counselling Agency.”
Please do not write Rising Above on the face of the chegue.

Staff positions. We are in the process of creating two minis-
try positions: Office Assistant to assist with al clerical du-
ties related to the operation of the office and coordination of
events. Program Technical Assistant to assist with al du-
ties pertaining to technical aspects of programs. If interested in
either of these positions, inquire at the office: 204-388-5408.

By Selma Poulin

Drawing from her years of
experience, Selma has written
apractical, instructive guide
based on Christian principles
for paraprofessional counsel-
orsto use when working with
sexua abuse survivors.

Selma, Oji-Cree from Ontario,

completed her Masters Degree
in Biblica Counseling from Providence Seminary in 1995.
She began her professional career asa counselor at a First
Nations counseling agency where sheis now the clinical su-
pervisor. Sheisalso an active presenter on sexual abuse and
residential school healing.

To order a copy, complete the order form on the next page.
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Rising Aboveis...

Initiated and governed by First Nations people; (\, (J

Annual and regional conferences dealing with abuse issuesin the
Aboriginal community. Conferences are located in cities and communities across
Canada and United States;

Committed to training First Nations people to be effective care-givers.

A Brief History...

As aresult of repeatedly hearing people’s stories of abuse and recognizing the deep
negative impact abuse has had on their culture, a group of First Nations men and women
were convinced they had to do something. A board of directors was formed in 1992 and
that fall they organized a conference to help restore hope to those who had been abused.
Asaresult, Rising Above was born. The board of directors chose the name Rising
Above because they believed that with God’ s help First Nations Peoples could rise
above the hurt and pain caused by abuse and enjoy the abundant life God has planned
for his people.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our purpose isto bring awareness of the harmful effects of abuse issues among Aborigina
people by providing biblical teaching, counseling and resource tools to equip First Nationsto
bring God' s healing to our land.

2005 Annual Conference

June 8-12, Civic Centre, Prince George, BC.

For information, registration or brochures, phone 204-388-5408
or visit our website at www.risingabove.ca.

and $1.00 for each additional item. $ Abuse Counselling Agency
| have enclosed a cheque payable to Rising Above, Managing Editor: Terry Martin
Send to: Rising Above, Box 930, Niverville, MB ROA 1EQ TOTAL of $

ORDER FORM

- Please send me copies of HOW TO COUNSEL
A SEXUALLY ABUSED PERSON

r Please send me copies of HOPE FOR THE HURTING @%$400€ea.=9%

™ Please send me copies EVERLASTING LOVE CD
** SHIPPING AND HANDLING** Please add $2.00 for thefirst item

@%$7.00ea.=%

@%$20.00ea. = $
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Rising Above' s semi-annual

Email: newsletter.




