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The Planning Team 

 
Approximately 180 registrants and 50 volunteers gathered at the Stonebridge Hotel in 
Fort St. John, BC.  

 
Presenters Howard Jolly (Pastor, First Nations Community Church, Winnipeg), Selma 
Poulin (Board Member, Rising Above), Linda Martin (My People International), and 
Daren George (Board Member, Rising Above) educated listeners on the topics of sexual 
abuse, residential school experience, identity, suicide, and depression.  
 



 
As a part of the healing process individuals respond to the call to turn to God in their 
pain, repent for their sinful responses to their abuse and forgive as Jesus Christ has 
forgiven them. 

 
Prayer Partners gathered around and prayed for individuals who indicated they wanted to 
deal with an issue in their life by inviting God into their story. 
 

Comments from Participants: 

“I learned that it is ok to forgive people for what they have done to me.”  

“Taught me how to face issues head on rather than run away or bury them in the sand.” 
“Reaffirmed that I need God in my life, I can’t heal myself without him.  All the sessions 
helped to understand what I am going through and it’s okay to feel the past, then let it go, 
give it to GOD.”  

“It began a change within me, I thank God for this conference to confront some difficult 
issues.” 

 


