A familiar cry from First Nations leaders across Can-
ada: “We need to address the issues of our youth?”

Programs related to youth are increasingly recgipirority at-
tention in First Nations communities. Many havectdd a Youth
Chief and Council to address these issues. Sutagkaganish,
of the James Bay Cree in Quebec where the Youtmlosup-
ported a Rising Above youth conference in their oamity.

Local conference coordinator, David Cheechoo, g-iime re-
spected church leader in Waskaganish who works thvé youth
ministry at Waskaganish Cree Gospel Fellowshipsemeed the
idea of a Rising Above youth conference to the Yidohief. As
members of Rising Above, he and his wife Greta ladesire to
see Rising Above move in the direction of reactiirgt Nations
youth with their inner healing ministry. Correspargly, in recent

years Rising Above has made it a strategic outdmmeach youth. The youth conference was one oihiliatives to that end.

Daren George, Event Manager for Rising Above, ahihe faced many challenges in facilitating histfRising Above youth con-
ference but he felt a strong sense of God’s presekighlight for him was to see God’s hand toagh¢ach youth who shared
their Testimony in front of the whole conference.

A young woman who was counselled at the conferesitaed in Cree what her life was like after beiagually abused but is now
finding freedom and is able to make better choifée. change started when she decided to find hefugh counselling. She testi-
fied that having the Lord in her life has helpedife a lot of things.

A team of counsellors remained in the communitytéeo days to provide aftercare for those impactgthle conference. Liz Beardy
reports, “| was deeply touched by my counsellingsgns as hearts were in such need of care andtigpne youth was stirred in
one of the sessions as the presentation triggexep @motions. The youth sought out one of the Risimove counsellors on hand
and shared her pain. During the counselling sesdierexperienced a breakthrough and left a chapeesdn.

The weekend concluded with a multi-generational mamity service. Over 200 people from all the cheicin Waskaganish came
together to support the event and worship as ¢mead truly uplifting! Then to see the leadershipnfi all of the churches come for-
ward and pray for the newly elected Chief and thencil was a moving experience. Praise God fogtieat things He is doing in
that community.
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Residential School Conference, Split Lake, MB

Community sponsors Christian response to healing.

. Rising Above facilitators Selma Poulin, Howard ya@hd Mervin Cheechoo
% \ \ ‘ / / R addressed a group of residential school survivodsthaeir families at a com-

S - munity organized and funded conference. After presg on the history and

impact of residential schools, they challengedpheicipants to repent of the

sinful responses to their pain- hurting themsebss others— and turn to God
for true healing. They then invited participanteperience freedom by re-
leasing forgiveness. Many of the participants oesied to the message and
four individuals made first time decisions to fallésod. The facilitators were
on hand for individual counselling during the thdsg/s. As a follow up to the
event, local community event coordinator, Laverpere, began a bible
study with the participants. He was very pleaseth Wie outcome of the con-
ference and desires to see Rising Above come lpattietcommunity to con-
tinue follow up.

" Welcome To Rising Above Split Lake
Residential School Conference
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ISHAAWIN Counselling Centre <@

A single mother of three recently called the offitesperate for somewhere to turn to find help. higvi
just experienced a major family crisis, she felt Blad to leave her home community and move to Th
der Bay. Before making the move she cried to Gmghbw her somewhere to turn for help in Thunde

Bay. God directed her to Ishaawin. Liz Beardy, mith the family late in the evening. They talkedlan
cried together as Liz gave them spiritual comfod aounsel. They left the office that evening in a
healthier state and the mother was so gratefusfa@awin.

This story is not an isolated incident. CounsdliarBeardy recounts
numerous similar situations where people contddsin desperate
for help not knowing where else to turn.

Ishaawin is committed to offering counselling refjess of one’s
ability to pay. Most of the clients who come canoontribute and so
Ishaawin provides a much needed ministry.

Since opening in January as a ministry divisioRRizing Above,

God has been providing enough financial resouéseép the doors

open. The vision for Ishaawin goes beyond providitgistian

counselling to that of leadership development aaihing in the

field of emotional and spiritual care giving. Teatize the vision, we

are trusting God for the necessary human and finhresources. To
move forward, a Director and an Office Manager/PaagAssistant are needed along with the financg
to support them. Individuals interested in the pass are invited to contact Rising Above.

Waswanipi Regional Conference

A Rising Above team travelled to Waswanipi, Quelzedames Bay Cree community, where they fac
tated a conference on healing from sexual abuseemndiential school experience. The team faced m
challenges before and during the conference wihiep tame to understand as spiritual oppositiony T
were informed that a Satanist group was prayingnagthe conference. Further evidence of that cam
one night when several youth wanting to attend werdronted by a dark hooded figure forbidding

them to enter. Despite this opposition, many smtitiictories were seen at the conference. One such
victory involved a mother and daughter. Just a waek the daughter had attempted suicide but the
mother found her hanging and cut her down in tiftte family came to the conference looking for

support and prayer. After the team prayed with thleendaughter accepted Jesus into her life and the
mother recommitted her life to Jesus. Praise Geallbwing the conference the team stayed an extra
day to provide counselling for the attendees.

What's New With Rising Above

Executive Director Board Members

Terry Martin announced to the board in June of Martin Bear, Malliseet, and his wife Susan are

his intention to resign as Executive Director ef- from St. Mary's First Nation, Fredericton, NB. He|
fective September 1 and take on a new role as currently owns and operates Bear Construction L
Director of Operations. He felt it was in the best and is very active in their local church.

interests of the organization and himself that 5,4 Cheechoo. Cree. and his wife Greta live in
Rising Above installs an Aboriginal to promote Waskaganish, QC. David is gifted administrative

the ministry, expand the base of support, and caghq cyrrently is the church Administrator for the
the vision for the future. He will retain the digtie Waskaganish Cree Gospel Fellowship.

of managing the day to day operations, which he )
feels is his area of giftedness. The board has Cha|rperson of the Board
granted him a sabbatical in the summer and ex- T

presses their gratitude for his years of service as h? boar_d extends_to former Chalr, Larry Wilson
Executive Director. their gratitude for his leadership of the board-dur

ing his five year tenure. Larry’s board experience
In his place, the board appointed Daren George.has been invaluable in the transition to a govern;
In his four year tenure on the board and year anéince board. His successor, Selma Poulin, brings
a half on staff, Daren has demonstrated a com- passion for Rising Above as demonstrated by he
mitment and passion for Rising Above. commitment and involvement on the board and 3
a conference speaker for years.
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VISION STATEMENT

arfjnce life, identity and purpos
hdn Christ as God the Father in
b tended.

MISSION STATEMENT

Rising Above exists to bring
healing to our lanthy educat-
ing, equipping and empower-
ing aboriginal people to addre

their pain and rise above it.
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To see aboriginal people emft
[ipowered by the Spirit to expefi
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Imitating Christ’s Humility

! Therefore if you have any encouragement from berigd with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in 8perit, if any tenderness and
compassior? then make my joy complete by being like-mindednbahe same
love, being one in spirit and of one miAdo nothing out of selfish ambition or vajn
conceit. Rather, in humility value others abovergelves;' not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of thers. ° In your relationships with
one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jé&dusippians 2:1-5.

As | enter into the role of Executive Directorrhyg that | can lead with the attitude of imitating
Christ’s humility and that we in Rising Above wilbntinue to reach the hurting with this same at#tu

For those who don’t know me, let me tell you acpief my story. Since early in my childhood | have
always had a burden to help my First Nation peepfgecially our youth. Seeing the heart wounds dailst
bases in our Native communities, | always wondéea to help. In my own life | experienced many eitint
abuses such as sexual abuse so | understand ebtsefhd impact this has on a person’s life. #c#d me in
my childhood, teen years into my young adult yesutd | found myself at the lowest time of my lit@ntem-
plating suicide. | knew of God in my head but nomy heart. | called out to Him for help. That welsere my
journey of healing started and lead to eventualling my all to Him as my Lord and Savior over 2€ays
ago. Throughout my journey, | have always felt lirggito go into full time ministry. However, triggs from
the abuses of my past were still there that afteote personally and my family. Needing some ansviees
Lord opened a door for my wife and | to go a Risftigpve conference in Prince George in 2005. Thifers
ence impacted us so much that | felt the conferaraeneeded in our community. In 2006 | led a pilann
team in hosting the Moricetown Rising Above confiee After that event | was called to the Boar®wéc-
tors of Rising Above where | served for five yeakh.that time | still felt the call to full time mmistry. In
2010 I answered that call to serve with Rising Aoag Event Manager. Leaving my secure job of 3isyaa
a saw filer for a faith supported ministry positaas a leap of faith. However, | knew that this wdere the
Lord wanted me.

Now entering a new phase in ministry as the Exeewirector, | feel there is much we can do to en-
hance the ministry. Along with our conferences aakshops, another vital part of our ministry is tollow
up plan: From Hurting to Helping.Partnering with other likeminded ministries, theion is to see broken
people healed, trained and mentored to becomedsmificompetent ministers of Christ helping otlexal.
The outcome is multiplication of ministry- empowegiFirst Nations to lead ministries reaching ttoswn
people and other nations with the healing Gospé@ltofst. Our partners in this endeavor include:tNem
Youth Programs, Youth With A Mission, My Peopledniational, Promise Keepers Canada, Family Life-Can
ada.

Rising Above conferences have been reaching aiiettiurting going on 20 years. Much healing has
happened since then but wounds of the heart aplpan. Wounds of the past generations still haamynof
our people but we are facing an ever growing pitasead for healing in our youth. Over 50% of thesHNa-



tions population is under the age of 25. First dlaicommunities are screaming for help to deal watkth
issues. We want answer that cry for help. With ssvéouth conferences under our belt we want tdiooe
to learn from what we have done. At present wepatBng together a task force comprised of youtth youth
workers to explore ways Rising Above can addressssues of our youth effectively.

As we carry out our mission, please pray with heg &ll we do or say in Rising Above will be Spirit
led, bringing honor and glory to His name. Wouldi ygartner with us by supporting this mission finatg?
As a faith-based ministry, we rely on God and t@egle to supply our needs. At present our gengriading
funds are at a place that is concerning for fuaumgeavors. Prayerfully consider giving a geney@as end
gift or becoming a monthly financial partner. Ddtamnd return the response form provided below. &od
use your gift, whatever the amount, to multiply Migrk in our land.

! Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a grlead of witnesses, let us throw off everythiraj thin-
ders and the sin that so easily entangles. Anddetin with perseverance the race marked out fof fising
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter f. flaor the joy set before him he endured the ¢ressrning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of theré of God?® Consider him who endured such opposition
from sinners, so that you will not grow weary aodd heart.Hebrews 12:1-3

Brother in Christ,

Daren George<><
Executive Director

YES, I/we will partner with  Rising above. Detach and return with your gift

| want to give an individual gift of $ | want to give a monthly gift of: $
Designate my gift as follows $ General Fund $ Ishaawin Counselling Centre (Payable to Rising Above)
$ Staff Support for

| prefer to use my chequing account and have enclosed a void cheque to have my donation deducted on the 15" day of each month.

Both signatures required for joint account

Signature Signature

Donations will be acknowledged with a single year-end tax receipt for total giving in that year. You may change your automatic donations at any time by notifying our office. Instructions received
after the 10™ of the month will be effective the following month.

DONATE ONLINE www.risingabove.caRising Above use€anadaHelpfor online processing of credit card payments.adiatielps is a
registered charity that processes secure, onlinat@ms on behalf of registered charitable orgaiuma. Within minutes of making a donation,
you will receive an official electronic tax recegailed to you. Your credit card will be charggddanadaHelps not Rising Above.

Canadian Donors: Gifts will be receipted for tax pu rposes. Receipts are issued annually unless otherw  ise requested. Make cheques payable to: RISING ABOV E.

U.S. Donors:  For income tax purposes, please send your cheque to, and payable to, The D.M. Stearns Missionary Fund, P.O. Box 1578, North Wales, PA., 19454. To comply with the IRS, your
donation should be accompanied by a separate note: "I recommend that the proceeds be granted by the Fund to #346 - Rising Above Abuse Counseling Agency for General Fund" Please do not
write Rising Above on the face of the cheque. D.M. Stearns is only ab  le to process cheques.
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